“We love the place, O God,
Wherein Thine honour dwells;

The joy of Thine abode
All earthly joy excels.”
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FOREWORD

P HE writing of even a short sketch of

@an institution 129 years old, were the

records not all existent or avatlable,

could prove a rather formidable task. The writing of Fitzroy’s history,

however, entails no such difficulty. Tes Kirk Session and Cemmittee

Minute Books are all forthcoming—a fact whicl, in itself, s a wibute

to the good historical sense of these who from ume o tme were
their custodians.

Whatever difficulty, therefore, one now experiences 10 dealing with
the faces of our Churcli's past histery is not one that amses from any
shortage of marterials, bur racher from the necessivy of sclecring and
compressing them into a handy and convenient form.

The work of selecting and compressing sometimes brings the person
responsible inwo hor water. Yer that is not altogether withour its
advantages. It was G. K. Chesteron whe once said: “1 believe in
getting 1nto hot water, it keeps vou clean.”

To the many kind friends who have helped me, and 10 particular
to Des. J. B, Woodburn and T. M. Johnstone for their imvaluable
advice, and to Mr, A. H. Finlay, in whose mind the idea which led
to this historical sketch originated, T say a very sincere * Thank you.”
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PAST AND PRESENT

e HE BEGINNING of maest things is

Q lmnly comparatively small, yer, on

that account, surely, none the less

promusing or ntwreseng, indeed, the greater the conwast bewween e

sivial day of small things and the more developed stage of laver years
only 1(1(15, for most peo )lc, o thewr pride m its lustory,

Conseguently, it is in that class we find ourselves in chis shore
sketch of Fiwmy’q origin and grewth, for here we have a somewhat
unigue su,w———rumqm almost o le ])mm of wnbelief—inasmuch as there
<an h(]\-’{' }}L‘(‘l‘l f(’\\’ { ‘lI]V ({)ll('](gill()n\ lﬂ our (()n}ﬂ]l]nl()“ tildt \tulit{.d
amdd for seven years remained, without any house of their own withm
which to worship,  Yeu [rom that humble and homcless commencement
there followed a sequence of events thar vlumately patterned o a
position of outstanding uscfulness and service,

The period of its prehipunary planning, the beginning of the 19th
century, was cecesiastically @ ume of controversy ai ul ﬁdnsm Presby-
rerlanism had chen lecomc, i Treland as in Scotland, divided into two
pares, one known as the Seceders, which in irs trn was again subdivided
mto Burghers and Ano-Burghers. This latter partiton originated 1o
Scetiand over the taking of an oath which the Burgesses in some towns
had rto swear,

Although this ocath was of no immediate or practical concern to
the Irish Seceders, it splic them mnte separare communions ke their
brethren acress the Channel. Hence, for nearly seventy, years these
two branches of the Secession Church i Trcland ranged  themselves.
rather ruthlessly against cach other.

At that time there were five Presbyterian Churches in Belfast,
two of which afrerwards became Unirarian; two belonged o the Syned
of Ulster (Rosemary Street and Donegali Street, now Cliftonville); and
the fifth (Berry Stweet, afterwards Linenhal} Sueer and now the Crescent)
belonged to the Secession Synod.



Berry Street Congregation had. Anti-Burgher sympathies and so,
about the year 18:3, those who were attracted by the Burgher aturude
began thinking in terms of a new and separate congregational life.
It was “ar “this time, [or-this-reason, and among these people, that
the - Clurch we now kisow as Fitzroy commenced its Congregational
career,

In the year 1818, the Irish Burghers and Anci-Burghers laid aside
their differences and coalesced. It was then expected by many of the
Anti-Burghers of Berry Sweer that the new Burghers’ Congregation
would unite with them. The young Congregation, however, thought
otherwise, and although their resources were small and cheir numbers
few, they resolved, notwithstanding, maintain a separate ¢XISLCNCE,
much to the disappointment of the Anti-Burghers,

In chis way we became the sixth Prosbyterian Congregation to be
formed in Belfast, and the second fn connection wirth the Seceders.

On the first page of the Session Bool, dating back w1824,
there is a short statement of the rise and curly progress of the
Congregation m Dr, Edgar's own handwrung. It reads as follows:—

“Previous o the Union of the two Bodies of Seceders 1n

Ireland, a few individuals in Belfast, feeling severely the difficulty

of attending Public Worship, even with the nearest congregation

of their own Body, and anxious te promote the interest of

Evangelical Truth, applied to the Down Presbytery for supply of

preaching,  This was granted, and for a length of ume the new

Congregation attended on the ministry of preachers appomted by

the Presbytery of Down, and of others who generousty volunteered

their services. The mcctings were held, first 1n the Covenanters’

House; again in the Methodists’ House, Donegall Square; for a

long period in thar belonging ro the Independents, who manifested

the most Christian liberality towards the mfant Congreganon; and
fastly in the large room in Commercial Court, off Doncgall Street,

At length, afrer having cncountered many difficuities and  fierce

opposition, and having laboured for upwards of seven years without

adding much te their strength, they presented a Call vo Jobn Edgar,

who was ordained over them on the rgth November, 1820

“The Congregaten at this tme consisted  of  twenty-two
families.

“From that peried they began te entertain hopes of being
able 1o erect a House of Worship, and on the 6th January, 1822,
by means of their own unwearied exertons, and these of their
Minister, they saw their hopes realised in the opening of their
Meenng House i Alfred Place.

““And he went up, and looked, and said: " There 1s nothing.’
And he said: Go agamiseven mmes”  And iv came to pass at the
& I
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seventh time that he sald; ‘Behold, there ariseth a little cloud out
of the sea, like a man's hand.

“And it came to pass in the meanwhile that the beaven was
black with clouds and wind, and there was a grear ram.””

. E.
THE REVEREND JOHN EDGAR

John Edgar was a son of the Rev. Samuel Edgar, D.D., Minister
of the Seccession Congregarion in Ballynazhineh, a man so highly
esteemed by his brethren in the Ministry that they appointed him,
not only Clerk of their Synod, but also their Professor of Diviny,

The prospect before his son in regard to the Call to this newly-
formed Belfast Congregation was far from promising.  The Seceders of
that day were ™ uninfluendal and unfashionable and the members were
almost all in very limited circumstances. The annval stipend promised
was £'40, and it was unsafe to reckon on the punctual payment of that
sleader salary.”  Furthermore, the Regium Densm—the forerunner of
the Sustentation Fund-—was withheld for a number of years from
Joh: Edgar, the first Minister.  This was largely due to the facr that
the Anu-Burgher Congregation of Berry Street, peeved, no doubrt, that
the new Congregation had refused to join their ranks i 1818, peritioned
the Lord Licutenant of Ireland 1o refuse them a grant from this Fund.
An exteact from this unbrotherly memorial reads: ™ That the Presbyrery
of Down have in this town on the 14th inst. ordained a young man
as Minister of cight families and a few individuals—making 1in all
thirty; that they have no mecung-house; ... . that there 1s no necessity
for another congregadon of Seceders in this town, except to oppress the
country by paying a bounty to one whese services are only desired by
a few,” etc. This was doubtless part of the * fierce opposition ™ to
which Mr, Edgar refers in the Session Book staement quoted above.

The prospect before Minister and people was thus, at the outsct,
far from bright—a handful of Pcoplc; a meagre sl:ipcmi (il they could
afford, Possibiy); no Reginm Donum; and no Church building of ther
own in which to worship. These difficultes, which might have baffied
most men, only served to reinforce Mr. Edgar's zeal and invinable
perseverance, two of the outstanding charactersstics of his life.

The story is told of a Scottish Minister, the Rev. James Lapslie,
Minister of Campsie, a powerful and determined man, who during the
Chartist tites was a staunch  supposter of the Government and a
pertinacious enemy of the black-nebs, as the friends of political reform
were  nick-named. One evening when returning from a pacty he
encountered a band of colliers, who insulred bhim. One of them even
swore that if it were not for Mr. Lapshie’s black coat he would thrash
him.  Upon hearing this threat, the Minister at once threw his coat
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on the ground, saylng, as he cast it from him: * Lie vou there, dvinity.
Here stands Jamic Lapshe”  Thercupon he set about his insulrer and
bestowed upon him a sound thrashing,

We have no record that Mr. Edgar ever resoreed to physical force,
but he possessed that rugged swength of character which won the
hearts of many and overawed not a few of his opponents.

Rev, JOHN EDGAR, D.D, LLD.

Dr Kilien describes him as follows:—

“He was a Prowestant and a Calvinistic Presbytenan to the
core; and there was an outspoken independence about him which
the old leaders of pubhc c)piuion in the borongh did not always
admire.  He certainly was lictle indebted for any degree of popularicy
Le enjoyed to his personal appearance. He was robust and well
proportioned, and somewhat above the middle size; bur his com-
Plcxi(m was swarthy, his fearures strongly marked, and his general
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aspect might have berokened a descent {rom one of the sable sons
of Africa. His manner also was abrupe, and his voice, though goad
and strong, wanted those silver tones by which some speakers are
so gready recommended, e knew how to pur his arguments;
and a critic might have found 1t difficule to decccr anything amiss
m the language of the rough orator. His observarions were always
striking and sensible; and, though canzious men often thought him
rather rash, the candid portion of the publc began o give him
credic for honesty and manliness.”

One of his firsc concerns on entering upon his pastoml charge was
the ercetion of a Church building. To raise the necessary funds was
no casy mateer and necessicated ouwside help. To that end Mr. Edgar
visited both Scottand and Esgland, and although  the cost of the
Alfred Place building was only {500, he said later that much of 1t was
collected in half-crowns and in coins of even smaller magnitade and
value. His subseription lise contained the names of not less than 2,000
donors.

The Church was opened for Divine Service on the Gely January,
1822, by the Rev. Jobn Rogers of Glasgow, whe preached ac noon, and
by the Rev. Jehn Reid of Drumbanagher, who preached in the evening.

It is hard for us to-day to visuahse that Church and its surroundings.
Belfast was atv that time only a liede wown, and the “new Mecung-
house,” as it was then calied, was built on the ourskires, m Alfred Place,
adjacent to Alfred Street, on a spor which shortly before had been ‘the
bed of a mill-dam, and a popular resorc of skaters tn the winter season.

On the occasion of the Church's opening the building could “only”’
be approached by a line of planks laid along the geound for a considerable”
distance, and woe to the unfortunawe pcclcswinn whao Iml_)iwncd to slip
off the narrow wooden pathway, for on cither side he nught sinle ankle
deep, if not knee deep, into a slough of most wnsavoury odour.

In 1826 the Secession Synod elected Mr. Hdgar o the Professorship
of Theology, a position which had been rendered vacant by the death
of his father. This work he camied on in additon to the pastoral
dutics of his Congregauen. The little Church 1 Alfred Place thus
became a Divimty College, for it was there his classes were held.

THE TEMPERANCE REFORMER

Three vears fater, in 1829, be started his temperance campaign, a
piencering work with which his name will always be asseaated. At that
dme whiskey was regarded as a necessity of life.  Ir was kept in the
Session Room of almost cvery Presbyeerian Church, and when the
preacher descended from the .pulpic he was not infrequently presented
with a gliss. As he visited his flock he was also very frequently
offered whiskey, and if he refused he was Jooked upon as both proud
and unsocial.
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it was Jargely due to the influence of a fellow student, the Rev,
Joseph Penney, an lrish Presbyterian who had emigrated o America,
that Professor Edgar came to realise the nced of remperance reform.
Mr. Penney visited Ireland in 1829, and was so full of zeal for the
extension of temperance socicties in Jreland that Professor Edgar, afrer
weighing his arguments most carefully, determined to make the cause
his own. Dr.” Killen states: “ He inaugurated his proceedings by
opening lus parlour window and poured our into the court before lus
house in Alfred Streer the remaining pare of a gallon of old malt whiskey
purchased some time before for [amily consumption.” A few days
later he launched his frse artack againse the drink traffic by a strongly
worded Jerter in the Press. He also convened a public meeting for the
inauguration of the new cause.

His own Churclh was small, so he wied o secure a larger building,
but, at fiese, this was refused him.  The Independents dechned to lend
their Chapel in Donegall Sweet for such a purpose. The Methodists,
though with some relucrance, it is true, consented to give him the use
of thelr meeting house in Denegall Square, There in October, 1829,
was delivered the first address in Ulster in support of the temperance
cause, announced by public advertisement,  The first temperance society
was founded in Seprember of the same year, and one of the first names
subscribed to the pledge was that of John Edgar.

The success of the temperance movement far exceeded Professor
Edgar’s expectations.  In four months twenty-five temperance SOCIELICS.
containing 8o members had been established.  In one large districr 1t
was reported that ardent spirics had  been banished from wakes and
funerals, while an increasing number of Ministers took up the cause.

Professor Edgar was indefarigable in Dy labours, During the nexe
few vears he wravelied far and wide, speaking at meetings large and small,
In 183c his 1uncrancy is more like thar of a commercial waveller than
a Minister. In February he was in Dublin, where he spole at the
foundation of the Hiberntan Temperance Society, In March “he
delivered a powerful address av the first public moeeting of the Newry
Temperance Sociery.” That same month he went to Scotland where
he advocated the cause before large auciences in Greenock and Glasgow,
A few weeks lacer be delivered a series of lectures in the West of
Ireland. In june he was present at the fiese public mecting of the
Bradford Temperance Secicty, where, we are told, he spoke for upwards
of twe hours. Dhring the samc week he was in Manchester,  Thus
he carried on this tremendous task, sustaned by that hidden source of
strengtls which is given abundantly o those appointed for great services.

In spite of ali his many activities, however, both as Theological
Professer and temperance advocate, the Congregational worle was not
neglected. Gradually the Cougrcgation grew n numbers untl the lictle
meeting-house in Alfred Place was unable to accommodare them. It
was then determined to ercct a larger Lulding to seat about a0 people.
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ERECTION OF ALFRED STREET CHURCH

The new edifice, costing [2,150, was erected i Alfred Srreet,
.:mci_wns opened for public worship on 8th fanuary, 1937. The opening
services were conducted by the Rev. Dr. Mitchell of Glasgow. )

It s worthy of nowe thar a few years previously, one third of the
heads of families connected with Alred Place had been engaged 1n
the spirie wade, but 1)_‘,»' the tme the new Church was opcnc;d “almost
all of them had either left or had given up thewr busmess,

ALFRED STREET CHURCH

Nor did the Minister suffer by reason of lus UNCOMProntsing
oppesition o strong drink. On the very firse day for the letting of
pews 1 the new Church the stipend was doubled. )

The old Church in Alfred Plce, no longer required by the
'Congrcg:arimx, had soll a useful funcoen,  Knowing that the pop[zlatiun
of Belfast was J.'npifliy increasing, and chat many were in danger of
fapsing from the Chliristian Chureh, the Session decided to use the old
Church as a mission hall, and placed it under the care of a missionary.

The scheme proved suceessful, and soon another Cougregation was
orgauiscd, and a Miuster ordained. T
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By-md by the jicle Chureh i Alfred Place became too small for

the increasing Congregation, and so a second swarm luved off and
buiit Lglmton S‘acct Chluch.

Once agam a missionary was empioyed in Alfred Place; again
a Congregation was collected and a Mimster ordained, and the same
thing happened as before. The Church proved too small and a third
swarm lefr and formed the Congregation now known as Argyle Place,

Thus the litde mectng-house Alfred Place was the nursery of
three distinct Congregations.  Eventually the building was sold and
converted mto a warehouse.

Tn July, 1836, Hanulron College, n the United States, conferred
on Professor Edgar the honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity,  The

announcement was conveyed to him b\f his old friend and fellow student,.

the Rev. Dr. Penney, who seven vears carlier had  prompted him ro
commence the temperance reformanon. Dr. Peaney had then become
President of thar College.

DR. EDGAR: MODERATOR OF ASSEMBLY

The vear 1840 marked the union of the Synod of Ulster and the
Secession Synm, and two years later Dr. I-ds_}‘u was clected Moderator
of the General Assembly.  In thar year the Church cele brated  the
bi-centenary ol lrish Preshyrerianism, and the occasion was marked by
the establishment of a fund to be devored 1o evangelistic work 1n
Roman Cathelic [reland.  The Congregation of Al fud Sweer, though
it consisted of only 180 families, raised ,(3)0

In 1847 1t was ckculwf >y the General Assembly thae the oecupants
of piofcssmmi chairs 1 thc Caollege  should be relieved of their
congreg gational duries.  Consequently in the spring of 1848 Dr. Edgar
lcswnc(l Alfred Street,

In 1855 av the opening of the Assembly’s College, Dr. B’ Aubignd,
the celebrated historian of the Reformaton, who came from (;cm’\'a to
give the maugural address, declared that he would rather be the author
of the “ Cry flom Connaught” {which was written by Dr. Edgars just
after the famine of i847) than of ali the volumes he lmnscl[ had
written.

EXTRACTS FROM MINUTES

Before passing on from the days of Dr. Edgar's minisuy, we give
here a few exoracts from the Minutes of Scwon, plcsca\cd to us fmm-

the erection of Alfred Place Churclr. They show some of the problems

which confronted Church office-bearers of thar time, and thc Stong;

arm of the law which then ribed o coclesiastical crcles:—

In 1830

“ Agreed that Mro L should be admonished i the

g(.’%'\l()'l f()l COI}]IHU mto the IHLCEIII(" house 1w a state ()£ 11}[()\1(&Ll()[1
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on a week evening, when a lecrure was dehivering wo the young

N - a -, - .‘ "
belonging o the Congregauon.

In 1831—
“ Suspended My oo from Clurch privileges for being

intoxicated when Mr, Edgar called to visit him.”

In 1837
‘Refused admissions to an individual on account of irregu]ar

attendance on public \\-'orship.”

In 1838-—

SN , having applied for bapuasm of has child,
and having been landly spoken 1o respecting o prevailing report
of his having received a bribe at the late clection, has avowed it
defended i, and conducted himself cowards the Session in a very
insolent manner.  Resolved therefore that he be refused privileges

till he manifest signs of repentance.”

In 1841—

“ Resolved " thar Messis. walt upon our precentor
fo say that they do not sanction  his singing additions  to the
Psalms pub“(: \\'01‘5hip"'

In 1841

“Agreed thar the services on Saturday before the Communion

Sabbath should be at 734 o'clock in the merning and 12 noon.”

In 1844

SN L . having put away his wife, having resisted
ac law her efforts to obtain sustenance from him, having acted
in an obstinare and disrespectful manner in oppositon w the efforts
of Minister and Session of this Congregation to reclaim Iim, and
having become a fugitive from discipline-—the Session cut him
off from the communion of the Church and pubhcly announced
their act.”

In 1844—

A member © appearcd before the Session and expressed her
penitence for the onme of fornication, and her willingness wo make
public profession of penirence before the Church,” It was later
reported of the same member © thac she was this evening publiely
rebuked before the Church for the crime of fornication and being

Csuttably admonished was restored to Church privileges.




CALL TO THE REVEREND GEORGE SHAW, A.B.

Following Dr. Edgar’s resignation in 1848, the vacancy seems to
have been of short dutation. In less than two months after the first
meeting of Session and Committee to consider the vacancy, Mr. Shaw,
their future Minister, was elected.

The Rev. George Shaw was born in Castlecaulfield, County Tyrone,

on 24th August, 1817; the fourth son of Mr. Edwa;‘cl Shaw, J.P. _At
the age of fifteen he entered business in The Linen Hall, Belfast, with

Rev. GEORGE SHAW, A.B.

Messts. Stewart and Cunningham, later joining two older brothers in
business in America. While there he decided to enter the ministry,
and in 1837 came home to study to tlmt.cnd. On t.ilf: con_1plet1on of
his College course, he entered upon the (lll.ttes of the ministry in Chester,
where he continued nearly two years untl Called to Alfred Street.
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A few years after Mr. Shaw’s induction Dr. Edgar’s reference to
him at a public meeting throws some light on the quality of the man.
He said: “ My chief anxicty in retiring from the pastoral charge of
the Congregation was to be succeeded by a man possessing my entire
confidence. Of the talents, qualifications or ministrations of him whom,
with my hearty concurrence, you have chosen I say nothing. Of all
this you can judge for yoursclves as well as I. But one thing I will
say. Since he became a member of the Presbytery there have been a
number of very trying, very testing  scenes—scenes exceedingly well
qualified for trying of what stuff men are made; and, after having
through all these marked the votes and speeches and whole conduct of
your young Minister, I am proud this night to declare that George Shaw
is just the Minister which Alfred Strect pulpit requires—a thoroughly
courageous and thoroughly honest man. [ have left you, therefore, in
safe hands.”

From the records we have of him, scanty though they are, it would
seem that Mr. Shaw was by no means unworthy of such a wuibute,
His ministry was characterised with carnestness and zeal, and like his
predecessor, his activities were not confined to his own Church.

The Rev. A. J. Wilson, Clerk of Assembly at the time of his

death, said of him:—

“Mr. Shaw was one of that band of fathers who in a former
generation took the lead in all movements connected with the
Glory of God and the welfare of the Church, The pure evangel,
the sanctity of the Sabbath, the revival of picty were dear to him,
and he was long chosen as the fittest to draw up the report on
the state of religion for this Court. He had the confidence of the
community, and some of the wealthiest and most liberal of our
Church members made him their steward, and large sums of money
were placed in his hands and left for his disposal. Mr. Shaw was
onc of the founders of the Sabbath School Society, and laboured
for its welfare as long as strength remained. His deepest interest
was devoted to the mussions of the Church and he gave two of his
children to the work amongst the heathen. He was eminently a
man of God, steadfastly animated with a solemn sense of respon-
sibility.  Without seeking pre-eminence in the Church Courts, he
did his duty, and never hesitated courageously to maintain his
convictions and steadfastly to follow the course he believed to be
right.  As a Minister, he enjoyed the confidence and affection of
his flock. He was a kind and faithful pastor, whose visits were
prized by the sick and sorrowful, and those who passed through
his Communicants’ Class could not forget the urgent tenderness
with which he inculcated personal picty.”

In a ministry of half a century it is not surprising that  the
impressions made were deep and abiding. We have still a number of
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members in our Congregation who sat at his feet and who speak in
affectionate terms of his love and sincerity, and of his devotion to the
Church of his fathers. Quite a number of these members have told
me that even beyond the bounds of the Congregation he was affectionately
known by the name of “Shipwreck Shaw,” and this by reason of the
fact that not infrequently his sermon included a graphic description of
a storm—and a shipwreck.

ERECTION OF FITZROY AVENUE CHURCH

Looking back upon that long and fruitful ministry of 5o years we
recognise certain landmarks worthy of special mention, and one that
comes to mind most readily on this, the seventy-fifth anniversary of
its opening, was the crection of our present suite of Church buildings.

Seventy-five years ago the need for the crection of a new Church
was the same as to-day—the increasing population of the city and the
extending bounds of the city limits. In 1872 Alfred Street was already
a down-town Church, and the Congregation was gradually moving
further out.

After careful consideration the Minister and people decided that
the time was opportune for the erection of a new Church. Mr. Shaw
took a leading part in all the arrangements that followed, being the
Convener of the Building Committee.

The first step was to sccure a suitable site. In the first Church
Building Repore, prescntccl by M. Shaw, we read:—" After some
negotiation with My, Robert Corry, the owner of the ground, an
agreement was signed for a plot which contains 100 feet frontage on
Fitzroy Avenue, by 161 fcet on Caledonia Streetr, and 142 fect on
the north-west side, held by a lease in perpetuity, at the annual ground

rent of [35.

Both the streets referred to in the agrecment have since changed
names. Of course, in those days conditions around the Church were
very different from to-day. In the Street Directory of 1868, four years
before the building of our Church was commenced, Fitzroy Avenue
consisted of ten houses, while there were three in Rugby Road and
five in College Park. All the area known as “The Plains” was then
unoccupied with houses. Indeed, it was not untl after a visit paid to
the Holy Land by two speculators, Sir Robert J. McConnell and
James Rea, in 1891, that the plains were buile upon, and the streets
given eastern names, such as Palestine Street, Jerusalem Street,
Damascus Street, ectc.

Before commencing building operations, the Church premises in
Alfred Street were sold, rather prematurely it would seem. This meant
that from the month of August, 1872, until the opening of the new
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Church almost two years later, the Congregation was without a Church
building of their own, during which period they worshipped n Clarence
Place Hall.

The Committee invited a number of architects to submit plans for
the new Church, and in all ten plans were received.  After careful
consideration the plan drawn up by Messts. Young & Mackenzie
was selected, and Mr. William McCammond, builder, was entrusted
with the work.

On 26th October, 1872, the foundation stone was laid by a member
of the Congregation, Mrs. Workman, the widow of Mr. Robert Workman,
a highly estcemed and honoured elder of the Church for many years.
It is gratifying to know that some of her grandchildren are stll m our
midst.

It is evident the building of the Church took longer than the
Committee anticipated. The contractor undertook to have it finished
by 1st November, 1873; actually the dedication services could not be
held before the following spring, and even then the spire was not
completed, This delay was, in part, duc to a strike of stone masons
which held up operations for a time.

The estimated cost of the Church, including the spire, was
[5,500, but as L1600 was realised from the sale of the Alfred Street
property, the total liabilicy of the Congregation was in the region of
[4,000. So generously did the members contribute, however, that when
the Church was opened, only a comparatively small balance had still
to be paid off. Thus encouraged by the faithfulness of the people, the
Committee undertook the further 1-c5ponsihility of crecting school
buildings and sexton’s house at the rear of the Church. This work
was completed  the following  August.

In the Building Committec’s report of 1875, we read:—

“The Lord was graciously pleased  to help us 1n our work.
Even far beyond our expectations, large and gencrous contributions
flowed mn . . ..

“In the month of August last we were Pcrmittcd in the good
Providence of God to take possession of our new schoolrooms and
once more to assemble the children and young people of our
Sabbath Classes beneath our own roof.

“ And here it becomes us to acknowledge the good hand of
God upon us, the while that the house was in building, no
accidents, save one or two of a very trivial kind, occurred from
first to last. Quictly, steadily and comfortably the whole work
went on. Yet we cannot forger that for many hours on one day
we were made to feel how entirely the successtul completion of our
work was in the hands of God. If the gale which began to blow
that bright summer’s morning, and which swayed the scaffolding
around our almost finished spire, had risen but a few points higher,
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nothing could have saved us from a great disaster, but the storm:
died away, and we were preserved from great damage and loss.”

The entire cost of Church, school buildings and sexton’s house,
together with the necessary fittings, was /8,200, and yet the total debt
the following year after complction was only (1,300, a truly remarkable:
achievement.

A survey of dhe carliest reports indicates that the Congregation
continued to grow under M. Shaw's ministry. The total number of
families in 1877 was 197, and year by year this number increased.

In the report of 1880 we read:—

“The pew accommodation in the Church has not been equal
to the demands made on us from tme to time during the year.
Some who would fain have waited on the ministrations of our
esteemed Pastor have been obliged to seck accommodation elsewhere,
while others, loth to leave us, are satisfied to put up with the
inconvenience of sitting anywhere and everywhere in the hope that
they shall, ere long, find a settled resting p];'wc, and have a pew,
or portion thereof, which they may call their own.

“Tn order to meet the demand for pews the Committee have
had under consideration a proposal to ercct galleries  1n the:
transepts.”

It would scem that this question of crecting galleries in the transepts.
came up for consideration on quite a number of occasions, but the
work was never undertaken.

When the Church was built, the only means of access to the
gallery was the tower stairway. It was fclt,_howcvcr, that this caused
a division in the Congregation, as those sitting on the gallery'sc;ldom
came into contact with those sitting below. There was also a cllfficx{lt)r
n gctting pcoplc to sit in the gallery, and so a new stairway leading
from the vestibule was erected.

As soon as the school premises were completed \_vork amongst the
young was undertaken with considerable vigour. Morning :151(1 Afternoon
Sabbath Schools were started, and at the end of the first year the
average attendance had been 114 In the 1}}01-:1ing and .180 in the
afternoon. Later the numbers increased considerably.  Night schools
were also organised. Every Monday evening during the winter months
the girls of the Congregation came to the Lecture Hall \\'herc. they
received instruction in reading, writing, counting, geography, hzstor)l’,
cte., closing every evening with a Bible lesson. The success of this
work may be judged from the fact that the average attendance was
frequently over one hundred. A similar school was started for men
cach Tuesday evening, but did not prove quite so successful,
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WORK IN McCLURE STREET

Fitzroy Congregation has never at any time in its history been
lacking in eager Church workers whose delight it was to serve their
Master.  Shortly after the erection of the Church quite a number of
these people found an outlet for therr energies in the McClure Street
arca. At that tume there was no Mission Hall in the district, and so
cottage meetings were organised to meet the spiritual need of the
neighbourhood. Those mectings were at first carried on by voluntary
workers, who also visited from house to house, making personal contact
with the people and distributing tracts. It was soon fele that some central
meeting place was required, where Sabbath School work could be
organised, and in 1878 a temporary wooden structure on the site of the
present Mission Hall was erected. This work continued to flourish,
and two years later the average attendance at the Sunday evening
meetings was 250. In those days students from the Theological College
rendered valuable assistance in the work, and no doubt received useful
experience in the art of public speaking. One of the most outstanding
and enthusiastic of these young men was a member of our own Church
called Henry Montgomery, at that tme in rl'aining for the ministry.
In later years he was better known as Dr. Henry Montgomery of the
Shankill Road Mission.

Increasing numbers and the fact that the tmber of the walls of
the temporary structure began to weather, made 1t imperativc for the
Congregation to consider a building of a more permanent kind, and
so in 1885 the present building was crected, not only for use as a
Mission Hall but as a day school for the children in that neighbourhood.
The Church Report of the following year states: “ We are happy to
think that, as a Congregation, we are now more thoroughly equipped
n having admirable school buildings for the education of the young,
under our own immediate supervision, as well as commodious rooms for
our Mission Sabbath School and Meetings.”

This building provided educational facilities for the children in the
McClure Street district from 1885 until 1939 when the School was
closed and the pupils transferred to Ormeau Road School. The same
year it was reported at the Annual Mccting that the Church had
transferred the building to the Belfast City Mission.

At the present tim.c the work 1s bciﬂg carried on with great
acceptance by Mr, William Lynas, who has been missionary in that
district for thirty years. Although cur Church is ne longer responsible
for carrying on the work it 1s graufying to find that our members still
take a great interest in the McClure Streer Mission, as did  their
predecessors, for as well as assuming financial responsibility for the
afternoon Sabbath Scheol, our Church gives the largest annual con-
tribution of any congregation to the funds of the City Mission. Nor
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is our confidence in this work misplaced, as, year by year, our missionary
is responsible for linking quite a number of people in that district with
our Church.

It is interesting to record that a former missionary of McClure
Street, Mr. Francis Mulligan, who is still with us, and is a valued
member of our Kirk Session, celebrates his golden jubilee in missionary
work this year. In 1899 he took up the work in McClure Street,
later becoming the General Secretary of the Belfast City Mission.

A RESIGNATION AND INSTALLATION

In 1892 after an active ministry extending well over forty years,
Mr. Shaw intimated to the Congregation his intenton of resigning the
pastorate. At the Annual Congrcgu[io:ml Meeting held on 13t§1 April,
1892, the following Resolution was n(lnptcd:~

“ Having heard the statement made by Mr. Shaw regarding
his intended resignadon of the active duties of the pastorate of
this Congrcgntion—this mecting, with regret, concurs in the step
thus proposed, and begs to assure Mr. Shaw of their continued
and undiminished attachment to him, and their thorough readiness
o do all that in them lies to make his remaining years, years of
comfort and of rest.”

Steps were taken to appoint a new Minister, and on 28th February
the following year the Rev. William Colquhoun, B.A., was installed by
the Belfast Presbytery as his Assistant and Successor.

Mr. Colquhoun was a native of East Donegal, being brought up
in connection with Donaghmore Congregation,

On the completion of his College course he was ordained in First
Ahoghill on 18th January, 1881

After a ministry of five years he was Called to First Omagh,
where he was installed on 315t March, 1886, and where he continued
to minister untl called to Fitzroy.

At the reception social given in his honour two days after his
installadon in our Church a most cordial and enthusiastic welcome was
extended to the new Minister, and presentations were made by the
Congregation to both Senior and Junior Pastors.

Mr. Shaw, who occupiced the chair, spoke of the great pleasure it
gave him to welcome his junior colleague. He referred to Mr.
Colquhoun’s past ministry, to his outstanding  gifts and character, and
commended both Minister and people to the God of all Grace.

Mr. Colquhoun’s speech  that night was typical of the man,-

combining the notes of humility and sincerity with thac pawky humour
which the older members of the Congregation can remember so well.
One or two extracts from that week's Witness are worthy of quotation.
After thanking the Congregation for their enthusiastic welcome, the
report goes oni—
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“If he were a young man just beginning the work he would
probably hl:wc.:.a great programme to put before them—schemes
for gcvolutlomsmg that end of the aty, setting fire (in a meta-
phontca! i:enscl) to the College across the way, and possibly blowing
up the Faculty. But he had seen cnougl i
limitations of )immnn power, and he cal%c—:1 :of illemto'acls;‘;‘c?' dl1e

_ an . . accordingly
with the most pacific purposes, with no project for blowing u
ar}yt}nng or anybody, but with the greatest hope of carrying ou}:
his intention. His desire was to begin work there in a quietl
common-sense way. He could assure them chat any great thing;

Rev. WILLIAM COLQUHOUN, B.A.

Fhey_might have heard of him existed only in the imagination of
111d1v1dual§ naturally poetic, and he hoped his friends who had come
that evening from a distance would not prove of this poetic turn
esp_ecmlly as he always had a perfect horror of being white-washeci
while he was living, and having guns fired over him when he was
dead. ‘
* Since hlc came to town he had heard that there were many
young men in Belfast ac present sorely perplexed with religious
dot}bt. He was delighted to hear that, for next to an ecarnest
believer the finest type of man was an honest doubter., The young




men he knew here fifteen years ago had next to no doubts about
anything, except perhaps the best brand of cigars. It was a matter
for profound thankfulness that they had been succeeded by a more
serious generation, anxious to know the truth and to do their duty.
He had the greatest sympathy for all such, for he had had doubts
and difficulties himself long ago, and had some left even vet. If
they would leave their doubts and difficulties a lictle, and go and
da something practical, they would probably find that very little
would come out of them, for the simple reason that in general
there was very little in them. The best way to get more light
was to walk and work up to the edge of the light they had. *If
any man will do His will he shall know of the doctrine whether

it be of God."”

After Mr. W. D. McBride, on behalf of the ladies of the Con-
gregation, had preseated Mr. Colquhour with a pulpit gown, Bible,
Psalter and a charr, My Colquhoun, in thanking them for their thoughtful
kindness, said he thought that the gown would convert some of his
acute angles into acstheic curves, while thelr gift of a Bible reminded
him of his duty to declare the whole council of God,

It 1s evident that M. Colquhoun quickly won the affection and
loyalty of the Congregation. His gift of friendship made him a welcome
visitor in every home. Members of the Congregation have told me how
the children would run to h'm as soon ss he entered the home, climb
upon his knee and pull his beard, and he had always some lictle anecdote
for them. He loved children and they loved him.

One of our members told me that whea he was a little boy, sitting
one day on his knce he unfastened the buttons of Mr. Colquhoun’s
waistcoat.  * Now,” said My, Colquhoun, “butron them again,” but
when he came to the end there was o "uiton left over. He took out a
few buttons and butioned again, wih the same resule—a button too
many. Then Mr. Colquhoun s-'a: My boy, you will have to start
right if you are going to ead righs” so having unfastened all the
buttons he found the m’ssiag buttan-hole at the top and, starting right,
he ended right. It was a great truth of life, simply taught, a truch
that boy never forgot.

But not enly did Mr Colquhoun attract children, but older people
were drawn to him by the warmth of his sympathy, his ready smile
and his gift of humour.

One of his most popular steries told to me on more than onc
occasion was to the effect that whea My, Colquhoun was ordained and
weat to live in Ahoghill, he learned of a certain hard-headed farmer
who was not in favour of his appointment.  He went to visic him as
soon as possible, and found him at work in a field. The farmer at
first had little to say to him, but went on with his work while M.
Colquhoun talked to him. At last he very bluntly declared: “ To tell
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you the truth, I was not in favour of you coming to our Church.”
When asked the reason, he said: “1 don't think you can preach.”
“Well, now,” said Mr. Colquhoun, ] agree with you entirely, T don’t
think I'm much of a preacher cither, but these other people in the
Congregation seem to think I can, so why should you and I hold out
against them.”  That man later became one of Mr. Colquhoun’s most
loyal members.

As a preacher, Mr. Colquhoun had few equals; his style was unique
and his sermons most original. | have in my possession a number of
his sermons in outline, noted down by a member of the Congregation
for the benefit of a sick friend, and they make very interesting reading.
His illustrative genius was extraordinary. He always seemed to have
just the right illustration to drive home a point, and these were not
infrequently taken from the open book of nature.

After Mr. Colquhoun’s installavion, Mr. Shaw continued to take
an interest 1n the affairs of the Congregation until infirmity curtailed
his actvity. He passed away on 28th October, 1899, fifty years after
his ordination.

MEMORIAL WINDOW

In recognition of his long and faithful service in their midst, and
to perpetuate his memory, the Congregation erected a beautiful stained
glass window in the south side of the west transepr. It consists of two
lancet windows. In one Churist is depicted as the Light of the World,
with the words underneath: * Behold 1 stand at the door and knock.”
In the other, a sower is represented, and the text underneath is: “ The
Seed is the Word of God.” A little rose window above portrays a dove
with outstretched wings, carrying an olive branch. At the base of the
window is the following inscription:

“In loving memory of the Rev. GEORGE SHAW, AB,

fifty years Pastor of this Church, who fell on sleep October,

1899, aged 8z2. He was a good man, and full of the
Holy Ghost and of faith.”

Erected A.D. 19or

TWENTIETH CENTURY FUND

The turn of the century saw heavy financial demands made upon
the Congregation, which they met in a manner worthy of their highest
traditions. At the Geaeral Assembly held in June, 1898, it was decided
to launch a scheme to raisc [100,000, to be called the “Twentieth
Century Thanksgiving Fund.”  An extract from the Minutes of
Assembly reads:—

“That the fund be applied first o the consolidation of the
home interests of the Church, including the Assembly Hall, Church



Extension, the Utilisation of Licentiates, and the Aged and Infirm
Ministers’ Fund; secondly, to the extension of missionary work.

abroad, cspccially in India and China.”
The raising of the money was spread over a three-year period,

and although the target was never reached, it was highly creditable to.

the Church of that time that over [go,000 was contributed.

The target set for our Congregation was /3,000, and at the end
of the third year it was reported at the Annual Meeting that more
than that amount had been subscribed. This was the largest amount
contributed by any congregation of the Assembly.

While this collection was actually  being  taken, another heavy
demand was made upon the Congregation’s  generosity.  An  extract
from the 1gor Annual Report explains part of the reason:—

“ Your Committee regret to have to report thac in the month
of December last, o‘.\-'s'ng to the prevalence of strong winds, the
vane and some of the stones at the top of the Church spire became
loose and required attention. Arrangements were therefore made
to have the necessary repairs executed by a steeplejack, under the
direction of the architects.

“QOn Sabbath Day, 27th January, immcdintcly after the con-
clusion of the Morning Service, the entire scaffolding which had
been erected to execute these repairs, with about fifteen feet of the
masonry, was blown down by a severe storm which prevailed. In
connection with this matter, we desire to acknowledge with thankful
hearts our Heavenly Father’s preserving care, inasmuch as on the
occasion referred to no one was injured, although the members
of the Congregation were just retiring from the Morning Service—
some of them, indeed, being still within the building at the tme
of the accident.”

When considering the repairs necessary to the spire, the Committee
also decided to carry out certain renovations. As well as having the
Church premises painted and renovated, they decided to install electric
light, and to erect suitable iron ratlings around the Church grounds.

All this entailed another appeal to the Congregation, and in a
short time the sum of £[,350 required for the work was cither p:lid
or promised. The readiness of the Congregation to meet these heavy
commitments was truly remarkable.

THE COMING OF THE ORGAN

At the time this improvement scheme was being considered, it had
been suggested that a Church Organ might be included, but it was
fele chac this was too big an item on top of all the other expenditure
that had been undertaken. However, as soon as the renovation scheme
was concluded, the question was again raised.
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Until then the Church had no instrumental music. Tl}e choir,
under the leadership of a precentor, led _the praise, At first they
occupied the pews at the side of tlls:'l)lllplt, and 'thcn from 188_3 the
front pews of the gallery, which position was cor}sxdered more suitable.
For many years the choir leadership had been in the hands of Mr.
W. D. McBride, assisted by Mr. ]. Barnett S_tccn, who frequei_:tly uc_ted
as his deputy. In 1904 Mr. McBride found it necessary to resign owing
to ill-health, and his place was taken by Mr. F. ], Moffctt, }vho laFer
became the first organist of the Church, a position which he filled with
great acceptance. ‘

The introduction of instrumental music led to much controversy
and heart-burning in many Presbyterian circles, but_on the whole the
members of Fitzroy accepted the innovation harmoniously. ‘

After the decision to have an organ was taken, plans and estimates
were obtained, and in consultation with Mr. Alfred Hollins, organist of
what was then known as Free St. George's, Edinburgh, it was agreed that
a suitable situation for it could be found behind the pulpit.  The order
was placed in the hands of Messrs. Norman & Beard, Ltd., London.
The installacion was completed in January, 1906, and the organ was
opened by Mr. Hollins on the zist of the same month.

Reference was made to it in the Committee’s Report at the next
Annual Meeting. “ The organ has now been in use_for the past
three months, and in the capable hands of our erganist, L\fh'.. E ]
Moffett, its sweetness, variety and power have been fully manifested,
and its aid to our Praise Service, both musical and devotional, has b:lzen
recognised and enjoyed by the entire Congregation.” It is interesting
to note that the entire cost of the organ, including all structural
alterations, was only {1,200 o

Shortly after the installation of the organ, a sc]}cmc for providing
a hall for the Old Boys’ Association in cnnn.ccl:ion with thc_gth Belfast
Company of the Boys' Brigade was put before the Committee of the
Church. .

A circular letter was sent out on the 11th November, 1907, signed
by Mr. Colquhoun, Mr. M. A. Mitghcl] and Mr. W. Cowper, to the
members of the Cengregation, sctting .fm'th the nee_d for sqlta.ble-
premises for the Old Boys’ Association, “lrlnlch was already in a flourishing
condition. The probable cost of the l.nnl(hng would be £7oo.‘ Towards
this the Old Boys already had f200 in hands, and tl:lley Promlsed to .be
responsible for another [100. The Church was being asked to ratse
the remainder. o .

The scheme met with very hcarty support. A subscrlPtmn_hst.
published in the 1909 report, shows an amount of almost {450 either

aid or promised. .

i ThePI—Iall was opened on the 25th October, 1908, by the 'nght Hon.
Thomas Sinclair, D.L. He said he looked upon the erection qf that
Hall as one of the most forward steps yet taken in connection with the
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foundation of such clubs in the aty.  Under the captamncy of Mr,
Campbell, the gth Company had attained ivs present success, and he
wished long life w0 then captain and his brother officers, and trusted
that they might all be spared to see their high expectations realised in
the success of that Hall, which he had great pleasure in declanng open,

Another intcrcsting meecring was held i the same premises on
220d Febroary the following year, when Mr. W, A, Smith of Glasgow,
the founder of the Boys’ Brigade, inspccrcd the Hall and cxpresscd- his
pleasure and sausfaction thar the past members of the gth Company
had such a well-equipped building ac their disposal, which thcy believed
was the fnst of s kind i Treland.

THE ELDERSHIP

It has been said that a congregation gets the Minister it descrves.
If congregational desert is, in a like manner, the determining factor of
the eldership, then there can be no higher tribute 1o Fiteroy's worthiness
than the cutstanding men whao aderned that office t‘hrngh-(ml: the years.

Space does not pertnie of our referring dividually o them all.
We must contens ourselves rather with noting the cffects of their work
as a whole, And the one outstanding cifeer of their life and work is
the fine, gentlemandy, loyal spirit that they mparted to the Congregation.
Yes, and mere than that, for if we are stil a strongly evangelical Clhurch,
emphasising the saving power of Chrst, that also is the fruit of the
zeal and fervour of those spirttually-minded men who, down the years,
set and stecred our Church’s course.

A photograph of the Minister and Session, taken in 1g13, which
hangs in the Minister's Reom of the Cliurch, and which we have taken
the liberty of reproducing in these pages, gives us some idea of the
type of men encrusted wich che spiitnal oversight of the fleck. When
one thinks of the stength of character and godiy picty of these men,
we feel like saying with one of old: “ There were giants on the carth
in those days.”

In rg17 a social meeting of the past and present reachers of
Fitzroy Avenue Sabbath School was held in the Lecture Hzll, to honour
five members of that Kirk Session who had rendered long and faithfyl
service to Sabbarh Scheol work. Al five of them had cither been
teachers or superintcnc!cnts for over 5o vears.  Their names weree—
Messrs. T, MeBride, . Bennerr, J. Workman, R L Crawford  and
I Megaw. :

My, Colquhoun, who was in the chair, remarked thar such a
record of service in the Sabbath School by five elders all in the same
Sessionn was, he thought, alrogerher unique, and be was afvaid chac if
the Iigher crivies ever read the report of thar meeting they would be
lil(c]y to maintain thar Noalt was a pure myth, thar there never had
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been any flood av all, and thar the antediluvians were still playing:
marbles round Fitzroy Church.

Gifts to mark the ovcasion were presented by Messes, Williarn
Cowper and M. A. Miwhell.

Mr. Themas McBride was then Session Clerk, a position he occupied
for many years, having been connected with the Congregation  smce
the days of Dr. Edgar. Mr. Colquhonn later said of him: “He had an
unfaltering faich in the power of the Gospel. Seme might have thought
lim narrow and unyielding in his opinions, but he was broad as the guth
he saw, and was the seaff martyrs are made of.”

Mr. John Workman's whole lile was spene in the Congregation.
He was a son of My, Robert Workmuan, one of jes founders, whe served
as an clder 1 connection with the old Alred Sueee Church for 30 years,
He 15 deseribed by a brother clder as a man of quict manner, of sweet
and gracious disposition, which woen Tor him a place m the affections
of the prople. He was a faichlul servant of the Master, and was deeply
nterested 1 quize a number of missionary activigies both ar heme and
abroad.  One of his daugheers became the wife of the Rev. William
Colquhoun.

Mr. John Megaw is bese remensbered for his Bible Class work.
Quite a number of those who sat ar bis feer envered the ministry  of
eur Church, and there are those who sili recall with gradtude the
graaous influence of his life upon them, A srong remperance advocate,
he was se impressed by the evils weonght by the deink walfic thae he
became one of the most fearless temperance advocates of his tme,

Mr. Hllg]) Atkin, who had Been an elder since rooo, was always
ready to wake a Bible Class or Sunday Schoel Class when  occasion
demanded. A most wii]ing helper in the work of the (",n'mgrcg:ltion,
he wvisited the sick and aged with greac regnlarity, bringing  comfor
and help to those in necd.

Mr. Andrew G, Campbell was Tor nany years Treasurer of the
Sustentarion Fund, and larer Treasurer of the (:()n;;r('gnti()n, (liSClmrging
bis duties with greac zeal and [aithinbess. Inchim the MeClure Swecr
Mission Lad a special [riend,

The name of Mr. John Camplell will long be remembered for his
association withthe gth Belfase Company of the Boys’ Srigade. HL
was appointed Captain of the Company i the carly nineties, a position
he worthily occupted nnol m. 1913 he went ro Canada, Those wh.o
passed through the ranks during those years know something of his
strength of character and the vemendous inflience for good he exercised
aver the boys. He evidently feft the Congregation shordy afrer thac
photograph was ke,

Mr. R E. Crawford was not only Superintendent of the Morning
Scheal, but being @ man of practical aflaies, for many years he supervised
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FITZROY AVENUE CHURCH SESSION,
Andrew G. Campbell, John Campbell, Marcus A. Mitchell, Robert E. Crawford, Edward Bennett, William Wright,

Hugh Aikin, Thomas McBride, Rev. William Colquhoun, B.A.,, John Workman, J.P., John Megaw

(Session Clerk)

all the work done about the Church premises.  So attentive was he to
the upkeep of the property that Mr. Colquhoun once said of him:
“A mouse wouldn’t be long about untl Mr. Crawford would detect
it and hunt it down.” His name is also gratcfully remembered by the
Church at large for the dme and attention he gave to the Church
House. Every necessary repair or possible improvement was scen to
without a moment’s delay.

Mr. Edward Bennett, connccted with the Congregation from the
Alfred Street days, was, like Mr. Megaw, an enthusiastic advocate of
the temperance cause. A firm believer in the importance of aggressive
evangelistic work, he superintended for many years a large band of
tract distributors, and took a decp interest in the McClure Streer Mission
work. It 1s said of him that whenever he noticed a vacant pew on the
Sabbath—and he had an observant cye—he took pains during the week
to enquire into the cause. Thus he proved himself a faithful overseer

of the flock.

Mr. William Wright was the National Secretary for Ireland of the
YM.C.A,, who, for his management of the Red Triangle work in the
camps and barracks of Ireland during the firse World War, received
the M.BEE. A man of great faith, he delighted to use his talents in
God’s service, and in particular in his own Church. A lover of good
music, he took a keen interest in the praise service of the Congregation,
and was the author of one of the hymns in our Revised Church Hymnary,
“March on, my soul, with strength.” It is interesting to note that
one of his granddaughters, Miss Betty Stevenson, is a member of our
present choir,

Of all the Members of Session in that photographic group, taken
in 1913, only one—Mr. M. A. Mitchell—was alive at the time of the
75th Anniversary of the opening of Fitzroy, cclebrated in April of this

year. We regret to say, however, that within recent weeks, he tao,

passed over to the other side and joined that great company of Elders
around the Throne. Dr. Woodburn, writing shortly after his death,
sald of him: “He was ordained as an clder of this Church nearly 40
years ago, and acted as Session Clerk for the whole of the 21 years
of my active ministry. He was a man who did with all his might
whatever his hand found to do—a keen business man, and just as keen

in the work of the Church. He had high ideals, and endeavoured to

carry them out in all that he undertook-—honourable and upright in
all his ways.”

Such were the men Mr. Colquhoun had around him in 1913,
and they were but typical of the cldership of our Congregation before

and since, for let us not suppose that those who preceded them or

those who succeeded them in office were any less loyal and devoted
to the cause of the Master in our Church
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R. Workman, . FL Ircland, S. M. A, Lowry, Rev. R. E. Alexander, F. Mulligan, J. H. A. Patton, |. A. Canpbelt.

Megaw

J.

Here let me bur record the names of thase servants of God who
have served on the Session since then, but whe are ne longer with us,
that memory may serve to recall the worth of those whem you have
loved and respecred for therr worl's saker-

JAMES WILSON . . . orlined 1923 wansfered 1926
ROBERT BAILLIE . . . . - 1g23 " 1927
JOHN PATTON S . 1923 passed away 192§
W. R REA . . . . . . ” 123 " 1933
GEORGE BLACK . -. . . " 1925 " 1933
WILLIAM BAXTER . . . " 1925 . 1935
DSk SHAW o 0. " 1925 transforred 1938
J. BARNETT STEE . . 1925 passed away 1942
FRANK CARLILE . . . . . 1932 " 1947
R, McCLATCHEY . . . " 1537 " 1942
WILLIAM SHAW . . . . " 137 " 1941
CECIL BRENNAN . . . " 1937 wansferred 1943

Much could be written and doubiless will be wrirten aboutr our
present Session. But that we leave o others, who from the higher
vantage ground of some futare dawe pay glimpse the wider picture of
our work and witess to-day.

The first World War cast 1s slmlnw over the cosing years of
Mr. Colquhoun’s actve mimistry, The Lronze Memonal al)lu placed
i the vestbule in 1923 records i nanwes ol seventy-two members of
the Congregation whe sevred 1n His Majesty’s Torees, fifreen of whom
laid down thenr lives for King and Counury.

RESIGNATION AND INSTALLATION

In 1g2r Mr. Colquhoun resigned. A the Annual Meeung, held
on the 1ich May of that year, iu imformed the O nnm{'mzuon th'lt he
had been advised to seck relief from the full work of llw Concrwcatmn,
and he ntended asking the Presbytery 1o proceed with the appoinument
of his Assistant and Sucu‘ssm A (|clnn.|l|«m wits then appointed to
appear before the Preshyrery av s next mceung,

A Commnussion, under the \10(lu‘m:1xln|) ul lhv Rev, DAL T.Iylot,
D.DB., was appomwd to confer with the C ongregation,  The usual steps
were taken. A Seclection Committee was .I}![)HIIH.(.(]‘ and afrer careful
cansideration their choice fell upon the Rev. |0 B Woodbun, MLAL, DD,
the Minister of Firse Holywood.

Dr. Woedburn is a son of the manse, lis father having been
Minister of DBallywillan Church, near Porteash. Alrer a swznlly suc-
cessful College career, he was ordained in Rostrevor on the "ncl ]mumy
1Got; installed in Castlerock on $1h December, tgo¥; and wstalled
First Holywood on 20th April, 1916, During his nunisuy in Castlerock
Dr. Woodburn ook a post-graduate session in Heidelberg University,
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i i mistry 1 Castler at his hook, ‘' The
It was alse during his mnistry 10 Castlerock 1311’112 ]', o
Was Pubhshed, a book which

: H P "
TUlister Scot: His History and Religron el ook which
quicldy commended itself to the pubic beczmse: of lltlsJ acx_lm( ]) 1
ict i ial1 5 v favour eVIEWeC the leading.
strict m]parrmhty. {t_ was very f.nl(%)u_lral')‘ly 101 ;-.hndy g
IIC\VSPHPCYS ﬂl}d ﬂlﬁgﬂz]ncs OE CJ].'C{IL rrfainy Qg I'¢le B

in First Holywood, in the year rg2o,.
f Daocror of bivinity from the united
the McCrea Magee College, Derry.
wm that degree had ever been.

It was during his minisery
that he received the degree o
faculties of Assembly’s C{}llc_gc and
He was the youngest Minister on wl

conferred.

The Very Rev. . B WOODBURN,
M.A., DD,

i Tiv
Avenue was prcscnred to Dr. Woodburn

When the Call from Fitzroy :
Apart nltogcther from the work

it was no casy choice he had to make. ‘
e was asked to undertake, was the fact that our oty
throes of civi] war.
burning, looting and murder,

' il vife was fanne  acts of violence.
of ‘party, and religious strife was fanned by
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was then in the

In those days, law and order had given place to-
Human life was held cheap as the flame

In the copy of The Witness that caried the repore of Dr. Wood-
burn’s installadon, and side by side with jr, is a letter signed by the
heads of the varlous Churches appealing for peace. Here are a2 few
extracts from iti—

“ As representing the various Protestant Churchies, we would
carnestly appeal to all who may regard cur words, to exercise . the
strictest contrel over their own words and actions, and o use all
the influence they can command 1o bring to an end the outbursts.
of crime which are a disgrace 1o any cvilised community.

“We are not in a position 1o apportion the blame for these
outrages that are tuicing place, hut we believe the Protestants were
not the onginal aggressors. Mowever, orime provokes crime, and
tends to repear wsell i a vicions arce. Ieoseems ro s that the
presenc duty of each parey s not so much to emphasise the guile
of others as to make sure thar s own members hold themselves
aloof from violence.

" We would suggest that this lewer be read from the pulpies
of ali Protestant Churches in the ity on the coming Lord’s Day,
and that Ministers and people offer prayer to Aloughty Ged that
peace and goodwill may be fully and finally established.”

The appended signatures to this letter were WL T Lowe, Moderator
of Assembly: Charies T, P Down, Bishop: and W. HL Smyth, President
of the Methodist Church.

Lawlessness, however, was no deterrent to our Senior Minister,
Indeed, he possesses 2 quality of spirit which s challenged by wying
circumstances.  Thus he began his ministry o period when fear and
anxicty haunted che minds of 3 great many people.

Dr. Woodburn was installed in Ficaroy on Friday, the 6dy January,
1922, exactly 100 years after the epening of the Alfred Place Church.

The fo]lm‘."ing Monday cvening o reception to 1. and Mrs, Wood-
burn was held i the Lecture Fall, Alwer e, Mo Colguhoun took the
charr and, in his opening remarks, cxpressed his pleasure st the ununimit)-'
and heartiness thar had charactensed the Call to Dr. Woodburn, He
expressed  his pleasure at having him as a0 colleague, and cordialtly
welcomed Dr. and Mrs. Woodbum o Fitzray,

Afrer several members of dhe Congregation had  spoken, Mis,
Colquhoun, Miss Mary McBride, Mrs. Jordan and Miss Marion Sreen,
on behaif of the ladies of the Congreganon, robed Dr. Woodburn,

Dr. Woodburn then took the chair and was <‘:nthushlsticafly greeted,
Having thanked the fadies for presenting him with the handsome gown
and cassock, he sad: “The man Tecling which 1 have had these past
four weeks s one of deep humility. 1 have fele the grear respensibility
of being Called vo be the Minister of Fitroy Church, and 1 could not
oo forward bur thar I feel to-night thar the God who led me among;
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yeu will be with me in the future. In taking up this work, 1 hcar
Him saying to me: ‘My Grace is sufficient foz thee,””

Referring to his Senior Minister, Mr. Colquhoun, he said: ' Had
I had my Lh(nca, among the Ministers of our Assembly as vo the man
1 would like best to assist, 1 would rather have Lim than anyone else,

“T was wold by 3y friend: " You'll find Mr. Colqubeun hard to
follow. ‘No, said I, “he will be one of the easiest men to follow.
He said: 'How do you make that our?” “Well T said, ‘the result
of his life-work is a deep-scared Christian spiric in the Congregation--
the most noble result any man can achieve, and char spiric will be a
tremendous  asset for me to start with, The Minister whom 1t s
hardest to follow is the man who has not done his work” 1 look
forward to many years of happiness working with him.”

He Lhen went on te speak of the Church’s op poruumy dmonost
youth. “ What I would like to see in every church,” he sud, “is thc
enthusiasm of youth wedded w the experience of middle Wfe and the
wisdom of old age. When we unite all the differens cocrgies of the
different sectons of the Congregation for Christ, then we shall de
waonders.”

JUBILEE OF FITZROY

On the 13th April, 1924, the Jubikee of the Church was com-
memorated.  Special services were held, and the preacher was the Rev.
Dr. Mackintosh Mackay of Glasgow, then reputed to be one of the
finest of Scottish preachers,

MISSIONARY ACTIVITY

Tt has been said that a missionary-minded Churehy is a living Church.
If missionary zeal is the aiterion of spiritual life, then t]umwhout its
long history Fiezroy has not beer lacking 1 such llfc.

At its Visitation of the Congregation in 1910, the Bellast I’u‘sbytuy
in it finding Inghly commended thc Congregation for 1ts gencrosity.
“The hber dlll.y of the (onﬂmg&unn to many ¢ noocl causes shows stself
unmustakably 1 the gifts o the Various \f[mlon enter ;mscs, and m
particular to the Fouwn Mission.  The spiriv of Him who came to
secle and to save the lost reveals itself in the carnest efforts of many
of the members to bless other lives at home and abroad.”

The liberality upon which the Presbytery commented continued to
manifest ieself, and i the year 1919, the pc.li-. year of missionary giving,
the Toreign Mission collection amounted to well over {1,000, Wc
bear in mmcl, of course, that money was oreulating  very freely
mmmediately after the first World War,
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[e was, however, to the personal contaces our p{.opl(_ had with the
mission freld that we are most indebred for the missionary spirit. which
has existed, and conunues to exist i our midst,

Since 1883, Fitzroy has not been without a representative on the
forcign field; their names form an impressive roll of honourt

Drl. W, W, SHAW . . . . . . . . . . Manchuria
Miss SHAW . . . . . . . . . . . . . Inda
Miss M. STEEN . . . . . . . . . . . . India

Dy INA HUSTON (now Mrs. H. Martn) . India

Miss ROGERS . . . v o . India

Dr. JAMES ROGERS . . . . . . . . . . Ind;=

Mr. DAVID O'NEILL . . . oo oo Qua Tboe
Miss E. MULLIGAN (now \/Tn 'l'hompson) .. ChinaInland
Miss R O'NEILL . . . . v .o L India

Miss M. CHRISTIE . . . . . . . . . . . Damascus

For these, our own members, who have rendered such vahane
service to the Master's Kingdom in lands bevond the sea, we give God
our heartfelr thanks. It is our carncss imp(. that others may hcar the
Master’s Call: * Ge ye into all the world and p]'mch the gospel,” that
in our rapks there may be those still found who will take up the
“rorch of faith” as others lay it down.

THE END OF A MINISTRY

On Easter Sunday morning, 1934, the Rev. William Colquhoun
passed to his great reward in hus 84th year

The following is a copy of the Memorial Minute as approved by
the Church Comnntta —

" We, the members of the Commirtee of Fitzroy Presbyterian
Church, place on record our loss at the passing of our Senior
Minister, the Rev. William Colguhoun, on the morning of Easter
Sunday. As the day was dawning, like his Lord, Le arose o be
with the God he loved and served.

“He was a man of grear mental givs, very haman and very
humorous; & man who lived constantly in the presence of Chuist,
and whose ptcachmg made one feel thar his Lord was vety near,
Visiting Ministers have often remarked two noteworthy features in
the Sunday services in Fitzroy Church - reverence and receptiveness.
These two features were due largely, if not altogether, to M,
Colquhoun’s preaching and influenee,

“We shall nuss him very sorely in our homes.  When he
came to visit us he lefe a benediction bebind,  Faces grew kindlier
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and hearts became softer whenever he hove mn sight We fele he
understood us and our burdens and our sorrows, and the troubles
became Hghter when we shared them with bim.

“ We sympathise deeply with his wife, who watched by Taim
and tended him, so carcfully all these years, and we pray that the
God of all comfort may be her sapport all her days”

TABLET TO MEMORY OF MR. COLQUHOUN

It token of the affectdon and esteem 1n which Mr. Colquhoun
was held by the members of the Congrcgation, a tablet was erected
.and placed on the wall to the right of the organ, This tabler was
unveiled on the zsth December, 1935, On that occasion Dr. Woodburn,
who 131'c:1chcd the sermon, saidi—

“ O the tablet to be unveiled and dedicated this morning are
the words “* To the Glory of God and in glad remembrance of the
Reverend  William - Colquhoun, dearly  beloved Minister of this
Church from 28th February, 1893, uli sst April, 1934 ‘To me to
live 1s Chust)”

“ These simple words say much te us about one whom God gave
o this Church, and to our Prc‘.sbytcrinn Chuech in Treland—a great, a
unique gife-—lor there was no one quite like him. He hared
with intense hatred all culogies, bue 1 feel if he sees us to-day,
which 1 think is very probable, he is looking upon us with loving
sympalhy, knowing that this service and this memorial are an
ougpouring of love on the pare of his friends, and love is never
waste.

‘T thought of dividing what 1 was going o say this moming
inco three heads—The Preacher, The Message and The Man—
but 1 found 1t impossibic in his case to separate the preacher from
Lis message or the message from the man.

“One of the places where Lie was ourstanding was in the
puipit. We Ministers listened to him and we said o one another:
“That is great preaching. Ir was great preaching, because it came
hot from is heart and revealed his dedicated pcrsonality.

“ Speaking once about the making of a sermon, he said: ‘A
serinon Is not & cartridge that can be put in mechanically and then
shot out again, as if the preacher were no more than an iron gun.
To discharge a few cold, dead sentences at a Congregadon, as you
fire leaden shot at a snipe, is not prcnching.'

“He hated all insincerity, all sham, all hypocrisy. Once he
wrote me: “1 would ren times rather hear a man cursing in carnest
{in carnest underlinedy than merely cloctting 1n the pulpic, It
would do me far more good” 1F young men going out to preach
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would o_uly'prc:lch what the world needs~the tuth of the old
gospel fiftered through the wssue of o man’s brain and shor out
hot fr(_)m his heare, 1t would save them from a query once put
by a hrtle boy' to Tus farher about onc of my children’s sermons,
The boy sat stlent ar che dinmer table, and then with 2 rather
solemn bewildered ook on his face, sadi *Daddy, de you think
yon was true that Mr. Colquhoun said to-day in Lis sermon or
| . ) ¥ . oy -
was he only chaclnng? Fle always had vhe ability to think deeply
anc]_ pcnctratmgl)_r and kept an open mind. He realised that we are
all just at che kindergarten stage of the knowledge of God and we
can l].l afford to dogmatise, excepr an the big vuths which we have
expertenced.”

: ﬁc tg)]let ‘ivas L;nv_czlccl Ly Dr. William Colquhoun (a son of the
ate r. Colquhoun) 1 the abscoce throngh indi it
+ abse hrongh :
Colquhoun.  The tabler, the gift of the € " lll_diSPOSIUOH " M15~
. : » the gift of the Congregation, has a medallion

of Mr. Colquhoun at the toy The car
. ) : > top. I'he carving work was cxecuted b
Miss 5. R. Praceger. 7 Y

DEATH OF ORGANIST

. Inl Dc;canbcr, 1935, Mr. F. J. Muoflert, who had been erganist ever
since the instrume as ralle assedd “is recorde i
since the i 1,]U]]'t§ was 1_115511]|(.(|, ;:.i.x._xui away.  loois recorded of him:

e was 2 splendid musician, and Ty Jovable nature made so strong

y s 5 ] . . - : b ‘j

an :lppctl} to those who were assocated with lum that only loyaley and
Triendship could be given in rerurn.” ’

1 Nfr. Richard Hogg carned the pravinde of the Congregation for
the valuable assistance he rendered Mo Moflea during the cosing years
‘ g years

of lus life,

. o PR . - N M
] Mr. Moffert’s successor was Mr. Alan Capper, who was appointed
in May, 1936, and contdnued as our organist untl his resignation
1945, when My, Ivor Burns ok over the work,

MODERATOR DESIGNATE

In'1,94o, Dr. Woodburn's farthful and devored scrvice to the cause
:of. Christ's ‘ngdom was recognised by the Churely at large, in calling
him to be its Moderator, Y

‘ lIn the May copy of the Missionary Herald it year, an imprcssivc
m]tl‘cf appears under tl}c‘hczz(h-ng: “The Muoderator Designare,”  1a
which s expressed something of l]!'(' Church's estimare of our Senior
Minister. Here are a few extraces from it

“The voice of the Church 1 ;
he voice of the Church in the chowe of a Moderator seldom
errs, and this year there can by no denbu that she has closen
wisely. The universal respeet in which Dy, James B, Woodburn
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is held will ensure him a cordial welcome o the chair. A man of
unassuming and genuinc picty, thoroughly devoted to the work of
the ministry, cherishing the highest ideals, and a preacher of great
directness and power, he brings to his new office qualifications that
augur well for a successful year. His friends know him as onc
who would never ler a brother Minister down, and who i3 notably
sympathetic  towards those of hLis brethren whose fot 15 cast in
difficult spheres of labour. In days when the Assembly  debated
means for alleviating their log, Dy, Woodburn forsook his habitual
reserve and led the movement for Church reform.  This was a real
act of seif-sacrifice for one who by disposition prefers to remaln in
the background, and finds no pleasure in the arena of Church
controversy, and the clash of public debate.

“As joint Convener with Dr. Hare of the Assembly’s
Supplemental Widows Fund, he has shown his carnestness to help-
those whose means are very scanty, and more than a few Ministers’
widows have cause to be grateful for his efforts.

“No ane can be brought into conact with Dr. Woedburn
and fail to be impressed by bis uteer sincerity, his unfiinching
adhercnee to the highest aims, his sympathy with the down-trodden
and the oppressed, bis itgerest in cvery form of social work, and
the warm heart he brings to those of hus people who are m any
kind of sickness, misfortune, or distress,

“Yr is umiversally felo chac he will bring to the chair a grace:
Y g

of bearing, a dignity of demeanour, a clearness of viston, a dectsive-
ness of reselution, and ar the same ume a courtesy and charm,
which are bound o place Lim in che front rank of these distnguished
men who have adorned the Moderatorial Office of the Presbyterian
Church in Ireland.”

At the Annuai Mecting of Fluroy Church, held in the Gamble

Library of the Assembly’s College on the 24th Aprl, 1940, the-

Congregation marked the occasion by prcscming Dr. Woodburn with
Moderatorial robes.

Gifts were also given to Mis. and Miss Woodburm,

Dr. Woodburt:, in his address that night, recalled thar Dr. Edgar

of Alfred Strect, founder of Fitzroy, was the third Moderator of the-

General Assembly in the year 1842, and that it was no secrce that the
late Mr. Colgquhoun was affered the Moderatorship, bue declined owing
w ill-health.  This further honowr to Fitzroy was largely because the
Church ac large appreciated  the struggle the Congregation maintained
to keep in the forefront of every good work,

It was Dr. Woodbum's misfortune thar the closing years of his
ackive  MINSy, hke those of his 1)1'(3(1(:(1:5501’, were  clouded by war.
Shortly after its outbreak in 1939 the Lecture Hall and adjoining rooms
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of the Church premises were requisitioned for military purposes.  The

very day Dr. Woodburn was inducred w0 the Moderatorial office, the

evacvation of Dunkirk was raking place, and before us year of office -

was completed the devastating air-raids of 1941 had laid waste large areas
of our aty, killing and maiming hundreds of cur atizens. .

The Moderatorial year of office, in ordinary times, tries the strength
of even robust men, as has been evidenced in recenc years, But for
Dr. Woodburn there was added also the physical strain of attending
evening meetings, and somctimes tavelling long distances at night, under
black-our cenditions. Coupled with that was the mental and spiritaal
strain of sccing others suffer, and shanng i their stiffcrings.

[t is wue the swain of that year sapped his energy not a litele,
and the seeds of furare illnesses were dhen sown, yet- av the same time
he found the needed strength to fulfil all the duties the Church laid
upon him. ' L

. In the report of the Congregational Commutiee the foilowing year,
in welcoming Dr. Woodburn back again after his year of office,” this
worthy tribute is paid to him: “We e glad o welcome back Dr.
Woodburn to his pastoral dutics after w year in the Mederatorial Chair.
We have reason to be sausfied with the manner in which he mamtained
the dignity of thar high office, and for Iis courage in criticising when
necessary those social evils in our civie life, which call for quicl( and
«drastic remedy.”

In 1942 Dr. Woodburn intimaied his intention 1o retire from  the
active duties of the nunistry as from October 31, His decision came
as quite a shock to Session and Comminiee, and many members appeated
o him to reconsider the matier. 19, Waoadburn, however, said this was
not possible, and that he would like afl 1o realise thae he believed he
was acting in the best interests of the Congregasion. Various speakers
acknowledged the splendid service thar Dro Woadbur bad given to
the Congregation. ‘

The following were appointed 1o represent the Congregation ar the
next meeting of the Belfase Preshytery, when D, Woodburn would ask
Jeave vo retire: Messrs. Marcus A, Miwchell, Session Clerk; Frank Carlide,
‘George Crawford and J. Herbere Tetind. Mo Treland, who was the
spokesman on that oceasion satd: " Many of o people would treasure
i the imagery of their hearts the memaory of his visits when there was
sickness or sorrow i the home”  Concerning his pulpit miistrations,

he said: “Recently a well-known medical doctor was worshipping in
8

Firzroy, and afeer the serivee, in conversation, he pomntéd to the pulpit,

which had just been vacated by Dr. Woaoodbarn, and said: ' There vou
have Presbyterianism ar its hest”” ‘

.41




ASSISTANT AND SUCCESSOR APPOINTED

The usual steps were taken o appoint Dir. Woodburn's Assistant
and Successor. A Commission of Presbytery, under the 2 \/I{)duatonlup
of the Rev, Cassells Cordner, B.A., had ¢h rarge of the vacant Cangregation,
and under their supervision a C,all was madc out m favour of the
Rev. R E. Alexander, of Trinity Church, Ahoghill,

Mr. Alexander was born at Broadlea, in (mmt) Donegal, not far
distant from the imupldw of one of Ius predecessors, the Rcv Wiilliam
Colquhoun. '

Rev. R. E. ALEXANDER, M.A.

His father, Wiliiam Alexander, is a descendant of one of the early
Presbyterian settlers in the Laggan, who came over from Scotland in
the 17th century.  His mother, a native of Belfast, was a school-teacher
prior to her marriage.  She had considerable musical abilivy; and for
almost 20 years was organist in Ballylennen.

On the completion of his college course he was Assistant in St
Fuoch's for a wme,  Later he received a Call wo Trinity Church,

iwghlll where his ministry lasted cxactly six years. Duting his

munistry there he married Miss Mildred R, Alexander, B.Sc., daaghter
of Mr. and Mrs. Willlam Alexander of Cookstown.

4z

The day afrer he was informed of the Call ro Fivzroy, one of fus
worthy office-bearers visited the Manse and said to him: “If 1T were

you I would seck the Lord’s mind on it, but [ wouldna go.”

Mr. Alexander was installed 1 Frezroy on May 11, 1 , and the
¥ 3 94:

Jollowing night his wife and he received 2 warm welcome from  the

Congregation at a receprion social held m the Smych Hall

The generosity of Fitzroy Avenue ("onm-coation was very much
in (’\'l({(’{‘l’(‘ that c\enmcr for not only were Lo!\un of appreciation and
esteem given to Dr. dlld Mrs. Waodburn, and to Miss Joy Woodburn,
but handsome gifts were also given o Mrs. Alexander and Joy ' the
second,” as well as pulpit robes o the new Mimistér.  The robing
ceremony was performed by Mis. ]cmizm, Miss Gardner and Mys, Moflerr.

The generosity of the ("0113|«.m|{|(m was only cqualled by that
of D )\fooci surn, who, in his remarks that evening, spoke of the
great pleasure i gave him In welcoming his jumer u)i}c.muc and of
his readiness to co-operare with him in every way possible.

When Mr. Alexander commenced his mmusoy i Fizroy, many
of the young men and women of the (cmcnc:muon were then on
Active Service.  These he contacred by leter, .m(l lmd many intcrcsting
replies from all over the world.

In all, eghry-four members of the Congregation served in His
Mujesty’s Forees, nine of whom did not renrn,

PEACE THANKSGIVING FUND

[0 1946, the vear following the end of lostilivies, our Pres byterian
Church 1n.u1(rmatc(| a Peace l]z\m!\sg;lvmg Fund. The Minutes of
Assembly read: “In order to give tangible expression to the Churcy's
feeling of grattude to the Giver of every good gift, the General Assembly
resolve to raise a sum of One Hundred Thousand Pounds as a

Thanksgiving for Peace.

Half of the amount eaised was 1o be allocated to the provision of
hostels for Presbyterian students av Magee Unl\usuy College and Queen’s.
University, the remainder o be used for the benelit of the Home Mission
and the Boys” Residential Club.

An amount equal to ‘;ul)u;d was consilered  the uwht rarget for
cach congregasion, It 1s plmquw e note that within a year 0[ the
Lumchmg of the schieme in Fiezroy, dhis targer was passed.

PURCHASE OF A MANSE

In 1947 the Congregation purchased a Manse for their Junior
Minister, the old Manse m Wellington Park having been sold some
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years carlier.  The resoludon, which was unanimously passed at the
Congreganonal Meeting, read as follows;-

“ That, subject to the approval of the Presbytery, the premises
known as go Malone Park, Belfast, be purchased ac the price of
£2,795, and be vested in the Education Board of the Belfast
Presbytery as Trustees for the Congregation, and that the
Commitree of the Congregation wake the necessary steps to have
this carried out and a Trust declared of the property in favour
of the Congregation, in accordance with the law of the Church.”

RESEES, S

THE MANSE

RENOVATION SCHEME

There 1s one other item of a fmancial character which remains to
be recorded—a five-year plan for the renovation of the Church premises.

It had been noted for some considerable time that the fabric of
the Churcl, built of Scrabo stone, had weathered considcrably, and in
places required refacing and pointing.  After careful consideration the
‘Committee decided to appeal to the generosity of the Congregation.

The amount to be raised was estimated at [6,000. Members were asked
to contribute cither one single payment, or smaller amounts spread over
“a five-year period.  The firse collection was taken up on 10th April, 1949,
the date of our special Anntversary Services, held to mark the seventy-
fifth anntversary of the opening and dedicacion of the Church, ’

An msertion 11 a local paper shortly afeer the Anniversary Services
reads: “ Congratelations are due to the Minister and members of
Fitzroy Avenuce Church on the success with whick they inaugurated a
large-scale scheme ef renovation.  Special Services were conducred by the
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Revs. D, Esler, B.A., B.ID., and ], Fl. Withers, B.A., B.D,, and in addition
to offerings amovnting to [2,663 175 od, furder subscriptions of {2,836
were promised over a five-year period, This leaves the estimated
k'cquircmcnt- of £6,000 virtuaily sceured.” :

Within four months of the first coliection [3000 had  been
subscribed, and over thar amount promised during the nexv four years.

LOOKING BACK

As one examines the historic dotuments of our Congregation, there
are many other events onc wounld Jike 0o record, and many names one
might mention, nanies of people whose conseeraton to the Master’s
service enabled them to carry out werk of supreme importance for our
Congregation,

We think not only of the preat succession of Ruling Elders, but
of these who served on the Congrepational Committee, men and women
of keen business abifity and vision, who were unafraid of great projects.

Nor would we forger that great company of people who claimed
membership in this Congregation, and who found  spiritual life and
strength in its fellowship.

To these cur brethren of 1 hy-pone ape, we, who have entered into
their labours, owe a deep debt ol gratinde; wnd slthough they are no
fonger with us, that spirit ol nnity, toleration and Clwistian fellowship

which has characterised our yrear fanuly Clarel i the past, lives on.

LOOKING FORWARD

Yet while recognising all we owe 1o die past, we are deeply conscious
that the future of our Congreganonal lde depends upon our consecration
to the Master's service. To attenipr o ive dor long on the spiritual
capital of the past woulil oo exhanse oue resonrees and lead o a
spiritual devaluanon.

We are fortunate today in the membership of our Session;
fortunate, o, that e terporal allans of the Congregation ave in
the hands of a most capable Conmiree, and thar we have leaders in
all our erganisagons who v tustworthy and are determined o sce
the cause of Christ's Kingdony prosper in oue midse. With such peeple
in office, who have the confidence ol the Congregation, and dependmg
on the Grace of God, without winch slf hwoan offort must eventually
fail, we look forward to the fune wily sober confrdence, l)c]icving that
the God it Whom our fathess ousted will sor forsake their children.
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I . i
“How then can we end better than with the words of our Senior

Minister, Dr. Woodburn, spoken on the occasion of our Church’s Jubilee,.

twenty-five years agoi—

“When cverything 1s said and done, we come” back to the old
story; church buildings avail nothing, preachers avail nothing, organs
mean nothing, unless they are all impregnated with the Spirit of the
Head of the Church, unless the foundation is built on Jesus Christ our
Lord. The Church succeeded in the past only when it held to it and
practised the Will of God, and it will succeed in the future only in
proportion as it has that vision. The ‘only recason for the existence of
any Church is to perfect the spirit of man. The beauty of the Church,
the size of the congregations and the like, are only the by-product
which follow an outpouring of the Spirit of God.”
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