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my in 1914 he at once began to keep a record of his
grew until it filled several large volumes, one of
. s, plmlographs, sketches and cuttings
M traces the path Whi("h led Jim and his ‘chums’ to

{ Thiepval nd the terrible Battle of the Somme i
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fim Maultsaid joined Kitchener's ar
.nces. Over the years his journg)

vents which change the course of humon offairs are
‘ the great landmarks of history, yet seldom are they
recorded in human terms

While the Great War—'the wor to end oll wars'— ) : i,-pi('lllﬂ‘d hcrc_ Through "I(?S(‘ fot
was not conclusive, it changed, to o degree that con .

never be measured, the history of the Province of Ulster . H
Yet how much do we really know of the Ulstermen of ! R‘
1914-1918?

Somewhere between the soulless
‘official’ accounts of those years and
the heart-rending verses of soldier

poets like Brooke and Owen there is mnT

a gap in our knowledge of the men .
who died on the battelfields of .T Great
he?

France. Of the Ulster Division we
know little or nothing for old soldiers
have tired of their memories of

»
THE womip battle and we had few fighting men Ad ' ntu re ;‘:.n 16:.753 ::,l,,:ts ::;tch:s" uol ":m
3 i n these
STess $TILL ON TAIN PATEFUL Bay of literary bent to record the heroism v must be unique  pages are his, most
..... T T N of those who fell. . e O . a;nong the records  drawn while he was
Yo seE wear : cke e boys left N of the fir on active servi
N oL ENGLAND weurn Somme “ . .is beyond all hu ﬂ ynln;:. ?n’olhers_ and  sweet-  on parade. The ,nﬁ: he wrote. 'We are off il i 55
o THE W g v 4 mour and their faith | yi§ o fndal; hearts in tears at the  of old -
ALL THE WORLD KnowSs WHAT belief, and while they in their lead: he attemp- Ulster. Fine The last d
Anniversary suffered  enormous oo ) Great Northern Station  troops. Felt a glow of  heard i '
SHE DIP B0, A LITTLE scanp or On July 1 we will losses the survivors Unique s they entrained  for pride as we passed int;: \h:sc;:':k:’:g( ‘1:;;5:: Mo sﬁﬂl ot grow okd . . . Some of Jim Maultsaid's
R e o e b i e commemorate the 50th still went h,m. tak- Rechrd .Pﬂ:::;n Cx(i:rgp. Do?.:gzi ::;Bl::d:d;eun of voice calling ‘Go gn The chums’ (below) made thg supreme sacrmce_ _On the
S e o il o oy BRI W WL LSRR o e e e B N T e
! g D THEIR PAPERS SEiL .d e of the Sorr'lmev captured and brought Maultsaid  must venture.’ . . . Training completed  were to be the lﬁ an on the shores of France—and no more God-
LKE WpRISE . How TWAS TURILLED | ZN MY MEART This was Che :vor::eb:t?l:ha[sal:e “l,he back nearly 600 pris- o s ong. U Even then, uniformed :Rh'le)'e e tred of Tty pos they were to ;efl"ng ;rhoop,s e i,
- ar , but records of the F " 5 are tired of train- ellow:
Ay - \WE RO TO FIGHT THE GEAMANS — MY MIND WAS ALGEADY MASE UP.... if not of all history— 2;‘§§§u "mf“"&im World War. ';he\ 1{.’5 and subject to military  ing and want the real g?ﬁ;’hu 42 _"Ziér o thems:ivesq o e
: when many thousands fire  before they five large volumes. ar {hsmglisc‘ lt;e Volun-  stuff) these men of the A
ANS T \wAs GOING TO BE A SOLDIKR. SUCH WEBE MY THOUSHTS SUNDAY € 8-194 of Ulstermen lost their I““-'ld 'i"; got to our :r:‘téen ""d del‘l' long. § heaevr: bleee: oskvev?crh;'n“usi1 l‘i::s;:rlcnc‘\‘n!:egu:ut:llun. i
i ines. e Hi i a and illustrat = on ‘
livse I were they e hitetly g Compelently by he oo deed. A newspaper ac-  July 6 for ‘somewhere SOME Of MY CHUMS
2 s o
like, these lads who they will hav Y, pen discon- count of conditions at in England.’ ~
laughed in the o rememb:rrust;: Finner Camp read more 5 B | E A
It is not clear at what stage one ceased to be a Young face of Death Ulster fighting men like a report of a B.B. Historic 1 -
= Citizen Volunteer and became 2 ‘soldier of the King' Above the roar of for generations " un:Pa dente u’:e &1 Entries , N
. Jim Maultsaid was turned down by the official recruiting ;)"“ h‘ annon's One Belfastman who Cﬁ'i:‘nw 5,?, 7,..,fi“,',}3§.‘,ﬂc'_-" & Two entries in the
was going to be office but was accepted without question by the Y.C.V., sr,e:‘ in thei survived Thiepval may fact that they The city man, the  diary of special, per-
a soldier” — In the which everyone knew was to be taken over as a bat- sacred  shibboleth for S i :r:ﬂ mt:m e e hapsh h'isrmmci iln !mu?'
:":': s“gﬁl's‘bg;':r";: ﬁ«mcul the Royal Irish Rifles. The picture below of :m‘sf"m;r,,'“d 3n$eedte of the men mmwxrj:hn i‘;?:alnn:: a mu;: ;;?nl:m st ‘
Y.CV. at Finner Camp, Co. Donegal, show. it Division found there, living i
Jim Maultsaid set a ) " some of the Vo‘: g S Justhow g tey charged into —why fought and at the l::"same icl;‘l'mgml: 20th July— Were in-
Grmiic. iyl which young e o unteers were. The front two nmnﬁ enemy positions  what lieved they E.? join them enjoying one an- spected by the great
- b rows are in Y.C.V. uniform at Thiepval? were fighting for; their o0 found himself  other’s company . . . Lord Kitchener him- T.TOWE. xinieo) ‘ D. FIGEINS (wounoer)
How men could live concern for one £ 0id Town Hall ~ When our representa- self. Pleased? He was : —_—

atmosphere of the
time

v

~a

- o : v [
X M, o
- ”"*'){""'"ﬁ'ﬁ'~‘f.‘:A
- ¥ ) ’ &b
pe = -~ == V. 4 1y
O Lae Lo o 7o 8 VA Sgre 4
B i !

A 257 en e -3

;l': such a tornado of
re,” a news
sald after the m

. \1‘

> - 4 = q.-
P-4 W\, w
WEN Y j”;"ﬁ;’t’ |y >

. -

. N ase Sy by JEPE S L
R0 FRAE 40t st o o,

A A

SR ARG Y e O R N IR TR

i
ik

2

H

A FECEEN
L ;;i

i

b

i
ff : ggﬁ

tive met one whom he
knew, he was carry-
ing loaves in a blan-

e said he was

delighted with us. Do
coming events cast
their be-
fore? Are we for
foreign service?

5th August— Sir Ed-
ward Carson paid us
a visit. He said K. of
K (Kitchener of
Khartoum) told him
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g From the war diaries of Jim Maul

gol
g F-1d who survived some of the most herg
One Man's W o .d.ym';:lumn'o “‘P:tl. Ll";::

first world war, RALPH ALLEN recalls the story of th

becam Royal Irish Rifles. . ot
PART ;':::l::.lhﬂul: arrival in France and their long march to the Front ”,g.* who

of the River Somme . . - l°\

ber 14, 1915, The troopship bearing

T was Octo F =
I the 14th Royal Irish Rifles (Young Citizen
Volunteers) Was preparing to discharge its cargo
of Ulstermen, many of them teenagers, on the
T e glimpse of D5 SR o W
‘My first ghim, mud. “Six inches of bla

;- d wud. Weary, tired ang
(his strange land, e rable. the night _passed
wrote L/Cpl. Jim We were 20 or 25 tc
Maultsaid in his diary, tep! iy almost with relief
: long line of sheds Yim and his comradey
was a long that
and French soldiers in 5 "x::"".‘»’(_;uue_ :‘?1
red (ves, RED trousers)." washed their

: Tves "

n al s
S | v b e i BBy oo tesdngs.Eah e of Ui
Le Hsvre and the mud and \ %o \tw Maultsaid's diaty reflects something of himsell. This is the
e "the ordes atrived o \ account of his first posting to the front line. As his rapid pro A group of Jim's ‘chums’ at Randalstown SRETRAER
Camp. He has written in the names of

1 .\,ﬁ/?-'“/mo!mr clearly showed, he was never guilty of ‘shaking' when

D P oy, Taven " though % he faced danger on the battiefield

their destinatiol might be

the battlefront “Ihry fell in = those who served with him
later in France

Newlyiweds|

cheerfully for the march to

the railway station
Next day brought

he J4th RIR. were
n

= e et irits provement_ in Jim"
S Pt French experis o o odation, vhen ha e SR
Meye in tealng, Lieg Awaiting them was 3 long The ling': Jim wrote - . Pouse. " The_ oty dr Coporst Jim made riends [ _ - -
shedy 3t Southampies n line of railway trucks. esch We sat’ with our legs was that it adjoined the i ST i W g !
Srusiold of & ship made us mar) 0 hommes. Already swinging out; we played rd. Still With him  The diary says WEAUY AL (Samame) ~ Lo Muirie
- the budding linguists were cards; we nd nest, the diary re- “As [ made my way to our
*WAKE UP THERE!" What airing their knowledge of sang the hours sway— calls, ‘and the cold not biiet a lttle Fremch bay
» volee that Sergeany has! rench —and attracting the ang ever crawled blow through it like the big cor csught me by the hand and
fAs @ good Lance Corporal 1 derision _of thelr compan. the Froal. barn’. itered “Milk and du
mastered my section  and e W P g 2 {beai)*
¥
Shevedtpercommind [ gy eaperiss dm re Amen 0 eme "TRelT Another Stripe rmed o s B ithe
L “OTApart from a small voca A open aaa Tn the dim It was at this juncture to offer except friendship
ot Tatoeg | e bulsry of ‘pidgin’ French light ‘French lassies shouted (‘Was he a spy? the diary that Jim Maultsajd “got his - 3';:"'.1"",_"' days stay
w streets of Le which he brought home as stronge words of welcome asks darkly) pext promotion. ‘Lieutenant '-mﬂ'“ ¥ n“' made
. 7 he wonld » souveniar of the and threw kisses irohe - h:‘:;‘l"m';:‘ﬂ:".‘?,"’:‘:; Monard infermed me That | Ay’ 10" e, peved 10 " >
war, e v e sterman ja continues  wistfully was  mow ral ault- = <
bR S0, Chthentn R mURER iR SRl R ol Y i e o M e AT el
er " ¢ Frenc wel ha ht nal mai -
and was, like his English IONEH g et o T passe of 'what appears 10 have been How T enjoyed It all! he Westbourne Presbyterian Church. y A3 M.
counterpart, content to let same spot several times a co pe records in his journal ‘But
‘Madamazell from Armateers “| 2 M h Grousing Was common now 4 1 first stripe the day of departure came
parieyvoo’ mark the helght e nighi marc among the troops But at gt ¥ o Y By and 1 said goodbye—never
of his linguistic prowess. last we cut oul into the Wedgwood (much to my to meet these friends again.'
The element of inverted ‘Were we lost?—That is countryside along 3 nm‘fm sorrow; he was only 17 or : |
bty e el g e ln O T el e Lo g The last '
‘rene nterpreter ha ata e ) r '
‘ll;\.r: lhellrnknlnwl:gn ¥ i E i v nrzi and o :n‘n 'A" n‘f hh. b'n L"{‘.““ sln:':l!:ﬂn -ll::."} wall, -: oum"
o the bare regiment of fighting men et g barn was ‘my 1 -
trucks, with the prospect of suddenty uuml themselves home. No straw 0 my ::‘m'.l:?‘:vﬂ 'ﬂ&“ﬁ'n'ﬁ t\ 1'?. uy‘,"'ll':m m.'l!n‘:l -‘::‘r?
Hetting nearer (o the myst); unable  to official set forth. {"samired him. I8 ved | fowizg  bad s prophetic meeting for
cal ‘somewhere in France' Where and why had the in- the goods were found and * “Corporal Jim, you 1 many of his comrades. As
Where their courage and terpreter left the column? we settled down weary and it they resumed thelr long
manliness would be put to No one seemed to know exhausted X be fasi | eatkoe The march the noise of war in-
\ v v creased.
? ‘Shaking the dust of Beau
e Al vl from our feet — or was
. ‘-1 it mud? — we >
A journey that was to find us
uti Mr. Leslie Waller. 46 Cussick Street. Lisburn Road,
Es S5poriie the Germans and to Doreen Cairns, 23 Minnowburn _Drive. Milliown,
» o o o ter (heir wedding in St Thomas's Churc
-_' ‘Marching all day, we shleigh Studio.
el sed some signs of
Fivm o country round
¥ eserted
4 fance  we
Boom! ns
Muffl YVes, getting
mportant Before the final stage of
g g fhe Joarney on the front. . .
ot R fine irenches the 14th res. This is Beauval, where Jim Maultsaid made his first French
; ™1 oddly ;"’::‘,‘:, ‘.:"dl" wan frends. Like him they were Protestant and their commaon faith
cut B e battle ares bn: ob.:lo: came as a surprise lo each. Though poor, they were happy to
b & ey sk down wxhansted share their food with him, for_they had lost 3 son already al
m"‘“ % s l:'“:'u;a see the star shelly the front. Jim's diary does not name them for he spent only a
wel 7 the iy Coloury light up few days st Beauval before leaving for the front line himself
He never saw or heard from them again

¥

ietly, at dawn, they
e an the last faw

Mr. Bdgar Ross, 21 Bridge Down. Bridge, Nr. Canterbory,
and Miss MeGor 20 Haywood Avenwe They were *
;-‘r‘r:: in Osborne Purk Methodist Church. Phote by Jaymar
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A fierce §
14th died, One o
of the 14th e

friend. Bl
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%,ﬁ Govgar'—Probably typical

0t wher it came to sctual fighting, though

bombardment 0 Bih

F
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916, in which
un:;"u}! was Jim Mault

those Wi
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‘many men
said's ded
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Not a popular job—Repairing the wire which had been gapped
by enemy shelifire duting the day, the wiring party were in

constant danger

You don't breathe easy until your body slides

back into the tranch again’ wrote Jim Maultsaid.

RIE

'ully trained and con-
ditioned for battle

the 14th RLR. (Y.C.V)
had arrived in the front
line trenches. A figure,
muffled against the cold
night air, greeted Jim
Maultsaid and his com-
rades with : ‘You Irish,
cbum? It was indeed
a greeting rather than

sector and it was un-
likely that the arrival
of the Young Citizen
Volunteers was unher-
alded.

Anyway questions were in
order for the 14th had much
to learn—and quickly, All

were  double-
manned that night—s War
and an
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down the trench with their
burdens ‘“for a little grave in

4 quiet spot of some little
French graveyard
Orst part was when the
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always because they died in
though he wes Mbed Stoe e
was

Flanders, survives in Jim
Maultsaid’s record because
be was & godly man who,
‘by word and action set us
an example. His lttle ser
mons always carried ’
Joe alwayy read his pocket
Bible before retiring. ‘I can
see him yet in tent, billet,
and dugout as he has a
final finished,
n‘azi&nm .
r '
imuh'-to-"l:
bu'lu card-playing,
:-un'_-‘ul..hcmnla
‘man ways. Even
if he happened to be a Ger-
man!

Devout Enemy
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From JIM MAULTSAID's
dairy. RALPH ALLEN
extracts a graphic
account of the
skirmishing before the
battle of the Somme.

When the enemy began to take & s Somme
erious inferest in

Front, these observation balloons were much in elvnd'e’::e They

were asy targets for our fighter mircraft

OLIS

oes. One such occasion jy

the 14th had spells of reljer

recorded In amusing detail behind bulis-e; 1 d hted.” lead durl, Al
T G e ettt rts  O0CkOTOURd Story bt v sgber: e dwtng my sy
Pt dI2E  The  Night ‘rest perioda’ they were boos Rtk g o, R L el A Bay inwiitag Ogure
men, sergeant? il of man ace’
% o 7. ! got 3 shock. To me It
Muchme-gun see now ::‘,’ looked wx if It had been

L

remark, made to &
Kroup of Young Citizen Voi-
unteers, was %o incredibly self—were to
Inept that it was probably
taken as 2 joke. x‘

This was to be my one Position the Idth were fo
and only “closeup” of our defend was—Thiepval Wood.
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