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The Rev. Dr. John Edgar

Introduction
It takes just five minutes to walk from the front door of Fitzroy down to the River Lagan. It has

been flowing for millions of years starting from high up on Slieve Croob in the Mourne
mountains, then winding its way down towards Belfast Lough.

.
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The river mirrors the life of Fitzroy and over the last 31 years | have had the privilege of
watching the flow of many of your lives. Your faith, love and social passion are evidence of the
Spirit of Jesus Christ.

In fact, his grace has been flowing through Fitzroy for the last 194 years and in six years time
we will celebrate her 200" birthday. Recently a friend told me of an elderly lady who was asked,
“Would you like to reach 100?” “Of course!,” she replied, “especially if | was 99!”. There’s still a
lot of life in Fitzroy; perhaps her greatest days lie ahead.

But how did our church start and what has been happening over the last two centuries?

Rev. Dr. Ken Newell 30 September 2007 Page 3



The Rev. Dr. John Edgar

The Homeless Years : 1813 - 1820

Fitzroy life began in 1813 in Belfast, a fast-growing town of 25,000 people which already had 14
churches (see Map 1 at Appendix 2):

¢ two Church of Ireland — St. Anne’s (1777) and the Chapel of Ease (1811, now called St.
George’s);

two Roman Catholic Chapels — St. Mary’s (1783) in Crooked Lane (now Chapel Lane)
and a new chapel in Donegall Street (1811);

an Independent (Evangelists) Tabernacle (1804, Donegall Street)*;

a Methodist Church (1805, Donegall Square);

a Baptist Meeting House (1811, King Street);

a Friends’ Meeting House (1812, Frederick Street);

a Reformed Presbyterian (Covenanters) Meeting House (1812, Old Dublin Road);
four Synod of Ulster Presbyterian Meeting House; and

>4 46660 o

one Secession Synod Presbyterian Meeting House (1770, Berry Street).

At that time the Preshyterian family of churches was divided into two groups, the Synod of
Ulster with 400,000 members in 250 congregations and the Secession Synod? with 85,000
members in 140 congregations. The Seceders were further divided among themselves into
Burghers and Anti-Burghers, that is, conservative and ultra-conservative (Appendix 1 contains
an explanation of these terms) and these divisions occurred in Belfast. Four large Presbyterian
churches belonged to the Synod of Ulster: 1%, 2" 3™ were in Rosemary Street while the 4™ was
in Donegall Street. The First Seceder church, which had anti-burgher sympathies, was located
in Berry Street — it was to re-locate to Linen Hall Street in 1839 and then to University Road in
1887, where it adopted the name Crescent Presbyterian Church.

However, in 1813 a struggling Second Seceder congregation
emerged with only 22 families, who adhered to the burgher
1= tradition. This was Fitzroy’s forerunner. They were independent-
minded: they stood aloof from the four large Synod of Ulster
churches as well as the ultra-conservative First Seceder Church.
For seven years they survived without a church building or a
minister of their own. These were the ‘homeless’ years and they
““ held their services in churches belonging to Covenanters,
Methodists and Independents — see Map 2 at Appendix 2. By 1819 they had found a more
settled location in a large rented room in the newly-built Commercial Court.

What would you have noticed about them if you had gone along to one of their Sunday
Services?

! The Independents later became the Congregational Church.
% Their full name being The Presbyterian Synod of Ulster (distinguished by the name Seceder)
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Their orthodoxy of belief would have struck you, for they treasured traditional Christian teaching
about the Holy Trinity and Jesus Christ as the Son of God. Such beliefs were downplayed in
some sections of the Synod of Ulster churches and Unitarian tendencies started to emerge in
Belfast’s First and Second congregations. Orthodox, therefore, came to mean ‘anti-Unitarian’.
They were democratic in the government of their congregation. In Scotland, and to a lesser
degree in Ireland, wealthy families or estate owners often chose the minister at a time of
vacancy. This issue split the Church of Scotland and the Seceders withdrew from fellowship
with it, stressing that local believers alone had the right to choose. The members of the Second
Secession church valued this and their other rights. They were enthusiastic about their faith
and were keen to share it, and it was a faith of the heart rather than of inherited habit. Christ
had called them to follow him and they had personally answered his call.

But they were not extreme in their churchmanship for they worshipped in churches belonging to
the Covenanters, Methodists and Congregationalists. They were uncomfortable with those
mainline churches that were drifting towards Unitarianism, but they were equally uncomfortable
with the ultra-conservatism of some Seceder congregations.

However, these ‘homeless years’ were soon to change for Belfast's
Second Seceder congregation. In 1820 they pleaded with the United
Secession Synod to give them a minister to lead them more effectively
into serving the increasing numbers of people flocking into Belfast from
the countryside. Despite opposition to their request from the First
Secession church in Berry Street, permission was granted, and John
Edgar was appointed. He was born in 1798 in Ballykine, near
Ballynahinch. He came from a devout Christian home and his father, the
Rev. Samuel Edgar, was minister of the Secession church in
Ballynahinch (now Edengrove). His mother was Elizabeth McKee.

He was educated in his father’'s Academy held in the manse at Ballykine. In his early teens he
felt God’s call to the ministry. Although he rarely revealed his inner life, he tells us how one day
he talked over his sense of calling with his father during a walk through the forest. Having
listened carefully to his son, his father asked him to kneel down on the grass and pray. As his
father prayed John Edgar knew that becoming a minister was his destiny.

He loved Classics and Mathematics and gained
entrance to Glasgow University. On graduating, he
returned home to study at the newly opened
Belfast Academical Institution, which, in 1815 had
added a Collegiate section for the training of
! Presbyterian ministers. Here John Edgar studied
under his father Samuel, the Professor of Theology appointed by the United Secession Synod.
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The Alfred Street Years : 1820 - 1848

Having completed his studies he received a call from the tiny Second Seceder congregation
meeting in Commercial Court. He accepted and on 14™ November 1820, at the age of 23, he
was ordained as their minister in the Independents’ Meeting House in Donegall Street, which
was kindly granted for the occasion. The 22 families in the congregation were poor. They could
just about pay the rent and the salary of their new minister. When they discussed building their
own church, the figure of £500 was far beyond their means. With a vision and energy that were
to characterise his ministry, John agreed to go on a fund-raising tour to churches in England
and Scotland. Such initiatives were quite common for poorer congregations. He boarded a boat
at Belfast Harbour and headed off across the Irish Sea. Using all his passionate eloquence, he
moved so many hearts that when he returned to Belfast several months later he had a list of
over 2,000 donors whom he had persuaded to support his vision. With this generous outside
support and their own fund-raising efforts, his zealous flock raised the £500 in only 13 months.
Afterwards, he often said that:

“...Iit was collected in half-crowns [12'% pence in today’s currency], Of in coins of even
smaller magnitude and value ...” From “Memoir of John Edgar’ by W. D. Killen®

s On Sunday 6" January 1822, Alfred —
: Place Meeting House (with a capacity ;
of 250 people) was opened for Public

‘ Worship. The Rev. John Rogers of

sl Glascar preached at noon and the

il

. el Rev. John Reid of Drumbanagher in
=3 Rev John Rogers

Advert in the Belfast News Letter the e_zvenl_ng. The _gvelt was
(5" January 1822) advertised in the Belfast News Letter.

ite

At that time, the church was just 150 metres behind the White Linen Hall (the site of the present
City Hall) and was considered to be on the outskirts of Belfast. It was built on the bed of an old
milldam that had been a popular resort for skaters during harsh winters. At the opening
ceremony, the ushers laid planks along the ground so that those attending could access the
building. They were warned to walk carefully, for should they slip, they would sink a foot into
the foul-smelling mud. There were no reports of missing persons! Slowly, new families joined
the church, drawn by the forceful preaching of their new pastor. He also often used a room at
the church for lectures. Meanwhile, John Edgar had met and fallen in love with Susanna
Grimshaw, the daughter of an influential Whitehouse merchant. They were married on 24™
September 1828 and had a number of children. Their manse is visible beside the Alfred Street
Meeting House (picture on page 8). This good news was tempered by the death of his father,
who had been Professor of Theology at the Belfast Academical Institution for 10 years, on 17"
October 1826. The next month, the Secession Synod invited John Edgar to take over his post.

* Rev. Dr. William Dool Killen (1806 — 1902), Professor of Ecclesiastical History and Pastoral Theology at The
Presbyterian College, Belfast and its President from 1869.
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The Social Reformer
As John Edgar visited the homes of the urban poor living around
his church, he was moved by the social devastation being caused
by alcohol abuse. He had witnessed similar problems in the
countryside around Ballykine, but nothing on the scale that now
confronted him. His distress transformed him into a social reformer
stirred by the love of Christ. He was convinced that only a massive
popular movement could turn things around. The 1846 portrait of
John Edgar captures him as a fearless prophet gripped by an inner
fire kindled by God: he holds in his left hand the big social issues of
his day; his clenched fist pounds his heart; his stare confronts euvil;
he is on his feet battling for change. Such dynamic faith is
recorded in Scripture, but here it was expressing itself on the
by Samuel Hawksett (1765-185) streets of Belfast. His stance and the rolled-up document in his left
Presented to Dr. & Mrs. Edgar nand also indicate that John Edgar was a renowned preacher and
by Alfred Street Meeting House ~ public speaker. The book lying flat on the table has the title
“Temperance Advocate” whilst the unsealed letter on top of it is a
reference to his prodigious public and private correspondence on a
variety of philanthropic activities.  The upright row of books
denotes his reputation as an academic. The two leaves under the
book bear the words “Christian Assurance” and “Equality” which
relate to his work with various Christian agencies (see the list on
page 8). The scrolls in front of the inkwell bear the titles “Anti-
Slavery Institution” and “Seamen’s Friends Society”. The rolled up
scroll bears the words “Institution” and “Female”, a reference to
Edgar’s work with destitute and fallen women.

In August 1829 he submitted a letter (see Appendix 3) on Temperance
issues to the Belfast Guardian and the Belfast News Letter
newspapers — the former refused to publish the letter but the latter
printed it on 14™ August 1829 and the Ulster Temperance Society was
subsequently launched. The Belfast News Letter also reported on a
public temperance meeting that John Edgar addressed (Appendix 3).
He always kept a cask of whiskey at the manse for personal use, but DRINK STEALS ~ CHIMENSFOUW
to show that he meant business, he took it outside and smashed it on the pavement. He began
to address public meetings and gathered many to his cause. Invitations for him to speak flowed
in from all over Ireland. At first people dismissed him as a fanatic. Whiskey was considered to
be a necessity of life. It was common for a minister to be offered ‘a wee glass’ to warm him up
before preaching and another to calm him down when he had finished. It was a respected social
custom to offer guests who came to your home, not a cup of tea but a dram of whiskey. To
refuse such a welcoming gesture was considered rude. John Edgar’s blunt style of speaking
impacted large numbers of people.
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Crowds were in tears as he spoke from personal
experience of neglected families, starving children,
domestic violence and broken homes. He urged
high and low, rich and poor to change their
lifestyles, give up ‘ardent spirits’ and adopt a life of

societies were set up around Belfast and 800 people
committed themselves to the cause. As time

,,,,,,, passed, people began to ban whiskey consumption
——ia ' at wakes and funerals. One third of the men in his

own congregation worked in the whiskey trade, but within ten years almost all of them had
changed their occupations or left the congregation. Ministers of every denomination joined his
crusade and slowly the medical profession gave him their professional backing. They were
witnessing firsthand the damaging effects of whiskey on the bodies and minds of those they
were treating. As Edgar’s mission became more widely known he was invited to England and
Scotland as well.

Closely associated with alcohol abuse was the
exploitation of young women coming into Belfast from
the country in search of work. Many were caught in the
poverty trap, were tempted into the sex industry and
forced to stay in it until early death claimed their lives.
At the beginning of the 19™ century there were 59
brothels and 236 prostitutes operating in Belfast, and
pimps manipulated the vulnerability of their victims.

Accompanied by the local police, John Edgar
and other concerned citizens visited the
brothels to talk to the women. He sought their

“One most valuable improvement has been fully
carried out in this Institution-—that of separate and
detached sleeping rooms; each penitent has a small
chamber of Aer oton ; this at once gives her an impres-

views on how to get them out of the misery and
into a safe environment where they could
rebuild their confidence and find work. The
outcome was the creation of an institution for
“fallen women” — the Ulster Female
Penitentiary”, located in Brunswick Street, was
officially opened on 18" August 1839, with
admissions taking place from November of that
year — in the first fourteen months, fifty four
females were admitted and none were refused.”

sion that she—so late the outcast and despised—has
recovered an inhenitance ; her room, large enough to
hold her bed, table, chair, and, from its height, certain
of a healthy temperature, ir Aor ownm; a spot where
she can retire to, where she can think, and read, and
pray, and weep without being observed ; where she
can commune with her own heart, think over the past,
and even Aope for the future ; there she cannot be dis-
turbed—the house is her refuge—her asylum, but the
room is Aer own—HER HOME.

From "Memonal of John Edgar’ by W. D. Killen

* Whilst usually meaning prison, in this context the word penitentiary refers to the penitent nature of women who
wanted to turn their lives around and move in a new direction.
®> At some time between 1880 and 1901, the institution became known as The Edgar Home

Rev. Dr. Ken Newell
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John Edgar also played a prominent role in a variety of other social and philanthropic
endeavours (some of whose names sound quaint to our modern ears, but met very definite
human need), including:

» The Destitute Sick Society;
= Belfast Anti-Slavery Society;

= Ulster Institute for the Deaf, Dumb & Blind;
= Belfast District Lunatic Asylum for Down and Antrim;

= Asylum of Idiots;

= Presbyterian Orphan Society;
= The Bible Society;
= Seamen’s Friends Society (which later established the Sinclair Seamen’s Church);

= Ulster Religious Tract & Book Saciety;

= The Reformation Society; and

= The Belfast Town Mission

Church Growth and New Directions

Despite the increasing demands on his time, John Edgar's congregation in Alfred Place was
bursting at the seams. It could only hold 300 people. Membership had risen to 180 families
and so the Kirk Session took the decision to build a new 700-seater Meeting House — literally 50

metres round the corner in Alfred Street.

The new imposing and, for the Secession Synod,

rather grandiose Meeting House (built with cellars for the stabling of horses during services and
an adjacent manse at a total cost of £2,150) was opened on 8" January 1837, the address
being delivered by the Rev. Dr. Mitchell of Glasgow. The church was built of brick and the lonic
Portico imitated the near-by May Street Meeting House, which had been completed in 1829.

Alfred Street Meeting House

: NEW
, FPresbyterian SMeeiin: -House.

? HE MEETING-HOUSF erected in ALFRED-
STREET, Belfast, byl Professor EDGAR'S Con-
gregation, will be Opened for Publie Worship, on S &B-
BATH. January 8th, 1837, at Half-past ONE o'clock,
when s SERMON .will be preached by the Rev. Dyetor
MITCHELI, Professor of Divinity, Glasgow.

Tickets of Admission at One Shilling each, to be had
st Messrs James Weir & Co 8, and Nir, Phillip’s, Bridee-
street ; the Traet Depository, Waring-street ; Messrs. Col
ville and Armold’s, and Mr! M-Comb's, High-street ; Mr.
Carsou’s, Corn-Merket; Mri Edgar's, Anu-street; and
Alr. Druite’s, Arthur-streer. )

A COLLECTION will be taken, 1o as<ist in defray-

ing the expense incurred by the erection of the House.
[

Advert in the Northern Whig (7th January 1837)

Rev. Dr.

Ken Newell
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The opening of the new meeting house received
coverage in the Belfast News Letter and the
Northern Whig newspapers.

< a4

New Prespyreriay Meeriva-Houvse.—The o
%hocofthhi&.‘l:wr erected by the Rev. Dr.

m'r'ﬁ:‘m The Rev. Dr. M :

Professor ;wft:;beology to the 8
n ing and
oo fn e poring nd vl

MOLLE
-

OrAvar Murmesa ._-.‘.o.. o o b G :
Northern Whig (9" January 1837) Belfast News Letter (9" January 1837)

Whilst the Seceders generally held a lower social status than their brethren in the Synod of
Ulster, John Edgar believed that the architectural attractions of the Alfred Street Meeting House
had rendered his communion less unfashionable:

“John Edgar was wont to say jacosely that the grand pillars in front of his new

church produced the union between the Secession and the Synod of Ulster.”
From “Memoir of John Edgar” by W. D. Killen

One of the enduring issues facing the Synod of Ulster was that of Unitarian tendencies within
some congregations. This was finally resolved at a Special Meeting of the Synod of Ulster in
Cookstown in 1829. 18 Ministers and 197 Elders withdrew to form the Non-Subscribing
Presbyterian Church in Ireland. Daoctrinal barriers and suspicions were now removed between
the Synod of Ulster and the United Secession Synod. Ministers and elders on both sides
pleaded for the ending of the divisions that had lasted a century. John Edgar was at the
forefront of this movement for reconciliation and was recognised as apostle of unity — the high
approval in which he was held by good men in the Synod of Ulster also helped to heal the
divisions. On 10th of July 1840 the desired Union was formed and the General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church in Ireland was born.

The first Moderator after the formation of the General Assembly was the Synod of Ulster's Dr
Samuel Hanna and he was succeeded by Dr. Henry Cooke. But so significant was the healing
role played by John Edgar within the Secession Synod that he was chosen as Moderator in
1842. His term in office coincided with the 200™ anniversary of the first Irish Presbytery in
Carrickfergus in 1642 and he launched a church-wide fund to support the sharing of the Gospel
in Ireland. He began to travel extensively throughout the island and was particularly concerned
for its most impoverished parts.
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The Great Famine: 1845 — 1847

In 1846 John Edgar paid an extended visit to
. Connaught where he watched the onset of the
=% Great Famine with its devastating impact on the
g country’s most vulnerable people. He penned a
letter, ‘A Cry from Connaught’, to the Presbyterian
community pleading for immediate relief for the
local Catholic people. He watched as many
hammered on the doors of the workhouses and
. = (NS SAme Y9 thousands of others died around him. When his
letter was first published in November 1846 it had an

immediate impact. 26,000 copies were rapidly circulated T:e?:,)'f";%:f?:;o:s
throughout Ulster and the response to the call for relief e
was huge. John Edgar was instrumental in establishing
and supporting the Belfast Ladies Relief Association
for Connaught and the Belfast Relief Fund for Ireland.
Running alongside relief initiatives, he saw the need to
provide basic education for the young as a way out of |  ensomme
economic deprivation.

He was behind the formation of Irish Language Industrial Schools, which were supported
financially by the General Assembly and staffed largely by local catholic teachers. In one area
that he subsequently visited there were 107 Irish Schools with 5,000 young people seizing
opportunities to acquire the knowledge and skills to obtain employment that was not dependent
on the land.

The Presbyterian College Years

A short time later John Edgar’s life was to move in a new direction. In 1847 the General
Assembly decided that ministers should concentrate on only one task — either their
congregations or some other recognised ministry. As a result, in 1848 he reluctantly took the
decision to resign from Alfred Street church, which he had pastored for 28 years, and focus his
energies on teaching as a Professor of Theology.

As a result of the clash over Trinitarian and Unitarian perspectives, the Synod of Ulster and
Secession Synod had withdrawn from the Belfast Academical Institution in 1829. The two
synods had subsequently held their theological classes in a variety of temporary locations,
including Fisherwick Place Church and the Alfred Place Meeting House.
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The Presbyterian (Assembly’s) College in 1897

Note Fitzroy’s spire in the background

In December 1853 professors and students migrated from downtown Belfast to Botanic
Avenue where the Presbyterian College — it soon became known as Assembly’s College —
was opened for ministerial training. Dr. Merle D’Aubigné, Professor of Reformation History at
Geneva, gave the Inaugural Address during which (as W.D. Killen records in his “Memoir of
John Edgar”):

“he declared, before one of the most brilliant audiences ever congregated in the
capital of Ulster, that he would rather be the author of “The Cry from
Connaught” than any of the volumes that he had written.”

Here Professor John Edgar exercised the final eleven years of ministry in the company of five
other distinguished colleagues. During this time, Dr. Edgar resided at 6 University Square and,

later, 20 University Square.

The Faculty of Presbyterian College ¢ 1863
From left. Pral WD Killen, Prof JL Porte
Prof H Cooke {president),, Prof | Edgar,
Prof W Gibson. Prof |G Mutphy

e To this day, his dramatic portrait in the Union Theological College’s
Gamble Library looks down on the lives of busy students. Those who
take the time to look up and explore the story of his life cannot help but
. be amazed at what his spiritual energy and socially focussed faith in
Gamble Library (UTC)  jesus Christ accomplished.

. St e
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John Edgar’s Death

Edgar—August 26, at Cromorne, Rathgar, Dulilin, . CORRESYP O,N DENCE.
the Rev, John Edgar, D.D., LL.D,, Professor of o ey
Theology, Presbyterian College, Belfast, aged 69 ’?HE TaLE DR',EDGAR'
yoeurs,  His remuainy will be removed for intertment TO THE EDITOR OF TIIE NORTHERN WHIG,
from the Belfast Terminug of the Ulkter Railway, Sir,—1I think the man whose remains were interred
at one o'clock, on Wednesday. the 20th inst. this dq.y in the presence of 80 vast a crowd of ministers |
and laity should not want a monument to his memory. |
Dr. Edgar’s death notice Surely the Presbyterians of Belfast and Ulster, and the
h friends of the temperance cause, would gladly give the
Belfast News Letter (27" August 1866) money to have a becoming monument raised over the

grave of John Edgar?

All that is needed is the formation, at once, of a small
committee. Funds will be given freely when it is known
where to send them, A PRESBYTERIAN,

Wednesday Evening.

Northern Whig (30" August 1866)

On Sunday 26th August 1866 John Edgar died at Rathgar, in Dublin at the age of 68 (although
death notices in the press and the plaque on his coffin said he was 69!). He had gone there to
be treated for a serious throat ailment. On Wednesday 29" August his body was returned
home by train, arriving at the Belfast Terminus of the Ulster Railway at 1.00 pm.

His funeral received extensive coverage in the Northern Whig newspaper (reproduced at
Appendix 4). In addition to over 100 Presbyterian ministers (representing 20 Presbyteries of the
General Assembly), there were clerics from a wide variety of denominations as well as
representatives from the civic and business communities. Thousands of people from all walks
of life greeted the cortege with a silence that spoke of their respect for one who had touched so
many lives in practical ways. They walked behind the horse-drawn hearse three miles up the
Lisburn Road to Balmoral Cemetery where he was laid to rest. The funeral was conducted by
the Moderator of the General Assembly, the Rev. Dr. David Wilson of Limerick, assisted by
John Edgar’s close friend, the Rev. John H Moore of EImwood Presbyterian Church, and his
colleague (and neighbour) in Assembly’s College, the Rev. Dr. James G Murphy, Professor of
Hebrew.

Immediately after the funeral, Sir Edward Coey suggested a subscription should be solicited
towards the establishment of a scholarship in memory of Dr. Edgar:

“This proposal met with a hearty response; and, in a very short time, the greater
part of the sum was forthcoming. The “Edgar Scholarship” will be the most
valuable yet established in Belfast Presbyterian College.”

From “Memoir of John Edgar” by W. D. Killen
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A large granite memorial obelisk to the memory of various
members of John Edgar’s family was subsequently erected
over his grave. Each face of the obelisk bears a memorial
tablet and John Edgar’s starts with words from the Book of
Proverbs 10:7 — “The memory of the just is blessed.”

It is a short walk from the
manse, where my family

and | live, to the | : -
cemetery. Twice a year | [ mi s e
visit his grave and stand | ’”."::,:c:‘::,-u C AND T
there with a sense of awe BRI

at the legacy of his faith. |
am usually praying that
the living Christ who inspired John Edgar’s life will continue [
to inspire Fitzroy to believe and become channels of grace, instruments of peace, and servants
of joy today.

The Edgar Family Memorial

As | think of all of you who worship in Fitzroy today | know that Christ is active among us and
that the river of his grace is still flowing through us into our community and world. This makes
me very happy, and deep in my heart | know that it puts an approving smile on John Edgar’s
face as well.
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Appendix 1 — A Brief Explanation of the terms “Seceder” and “Burgher”

Seceder : this section within the Presbyterian Family represented those who opposed the
practice of “patronage” — i.e. the selection of the Ruling Elder (or Minister) by the local
landowner. The seceders believed that a congregation should choose (or “call”) its own
minister and tended to be theologically orthodox and warmer and more devotional than their
brethren in the Synod of Ulster. Their insistence on the Westminster Confession of Faith and
the Trinitarian nature of the Godhead, with its explicit rejection of “unitarian” and “arian”
viewpoints, impeded the unification of the Secesion Synod with the Synod of Ulster — this
obstacle was removed in 1829 when the Synod of Ulster decided to adhere to Presbyterian
orthodoxy (the ministers and congregations that leaned towards Unitarian and arian beliefs
withdrew to form the Non-Subscribing Presbyterian Church) and the two synods united in 1840
to form the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland. The Non-Subscribing
Presbyterian Church and the Reformed Presbyterian (Covenanters) Church maintained their
own Assemblies or Synods.

Burgher : within the secession stream there was a further division in 1747 over the issue of the
Burgher Oath, in which the Hanoverian Government (reacting to the 1745 Jacobite Rebellion)
required burgesses and holders of public offices to affirm approval/loyalty of the “true religion
presently professed in this realm". However, it was unclear whether the phrase “true
religion” referred to the protestant religion generally or specifically to the Established (i.e.
Anglican or Episcopalian) Church. The issue was civil compulsion in religious affairs and was
effectively a forerunner of the arguments over the separation of church and state. Those who
believed that the oath referred to Protestantism in general were known as “Burghers” and were
prepared to accept the oath whilst those who felt it to be an oath of loyalty to the Established
Church of England were known as “Anti-Burghers”, showing a distinctive independence of
conviction and unwillingness to compromise over sincerely held beliefs. There was a tendency
for the anti-burgher stance to be taken by people who were more affluent and, therefore, more
likely to hold public office or become burgesses.

Although the Burgher Oath was not administered in Ulster, the Secesion Synod of Ulster
churches took sides in the debate that raged within the Mother Church in Scotland, resulting in
splits within congregations. The Berry Street (First Belfast Seceder) Meeting House held the
anti-burgher view and group of families with burgher sympathies withdrew in 1813 and later
formed the Second Seceder Congregation (from which Fitzroy grew). In 1818 the two streams
within the Secession Synod resolved their differences — the burgher dispute church in Scotland
was not resolved until 1820.

Rev. Dr. Ken Newell 30 September 2007 Page 15



The Rev. Dr. John Edgar

Appendix 2 — Church Locations®

Map 1 — Location of Belfast Churches in 1813
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The Rev. Dr. John Edgar

Appendix 3 — First Temperance Letter & Temperance Article

(The Belfast News Letter on 14" August 1829 - re-produced in full in “Memoir of John Edgar” by W. D. Killen)

V't tids desalasiog evil.

. —————— . S S—

. 1o T ‘

Loy ov IHE NEWS-LETTER.
Sin—Aly own attontien, il T teont that of the p;ﬁ}lr.
Yine twet arrested by pothees in yonr Inte numbers resjeting:
offneis rambe In Helfisst fpr romsating the snetification pf the
Babimtl, - Tt appears that these olforis have been didecied to
wiel whiores of the Sabbatl as the siling of steam- boats, the
leeplug of newsrooues oo, the rumiing of stage n_hdm\?l
and nther veliicles, the notecessary ex pasizn o sile of vhrions
articles, asd, warsn thion all, the e aml use of nph‘umun

Hiuark o Fraw tha pesnlinreffirts made to abolinl this last
cvil. thete wevmm t b o Just improssion respecting itsfenore
IC inwit my Iotenthon, wt peesent,

ity aed sggroption.
to enter luto sy dlsonsdon re specting the maturd ot pri blinlde

elicacy of the ey of palfocm nosw iu oporation. shall
take fire gronned, 1t by musns of the petsalties of the civil
L, e shiall be wlde 1o stop afl unneensary truvelling, nml

1o chse Ui doaes of I dewmesliogs on the Salibatk, | Dat,
Sie, will you or nay bestrvalont man bo content with lis 7=
SN0 You will wuy==* All experivoce haw shown that
cessition frnns laboar, without religidus aml el Instrdetion,
yesaltn in disslpagdon niid excess, more Mjurivas th mind and
Tudy shan unintermittesd toile  Tho Sabboth, as 2 mere holiday,
has alwayy eserted o most terrifl, demoeslizing luflienoe,
std therw be na alterantive fur man, bat te keep it boly, oy
whste away by the till or the disslpation of its vialation, —
To promets the trie sonotificutiun of the Sabbath, the means
eplugad must b meoval,  To promote & geouine, ufil wee
nn oxternal, truosbent coformntlon, the menvs of Inoral
mpasion must e employed, tin limpartial menths of weriptural
argumunt, which sidreds cqually the rleh qnd poor, the ti-
el Nobleman and the commen pauper,  To promote a ge-
weral poformation, tlere must be n general julluencing of
pulibbe forling.  You have, for this purpose, nuch in your
power.  Tiegin the work, and yus will ke sapported.  To
stttk slugiv-Sundel wml at voer, the while host of Sabbath.
broakers wight bo dangerous.  Lat thers be then a divisinn
of Inbour, and comuenco with the most flagrar t umil Invete
terate canse of profamition The sale senl use of intoxieating
Jqoors.  Naw, it is vvident, that we nevar can obfin un
\llwl tuad need permmame epro four thin dustroctive sh, Rerpt
Uy preventing habiveal deinking on vthee duys of the weel
s well s the Sabbath, wisd by promoting, tiroughont the
community, on all daysof the week, habits of tm paranee,
No sober man will goestion, that the lmproper use (of in
texlenting liquors bar boow found by experience to e 1he
sures ol evily of iocaleulable maguitode, both les e
the tpmporal and eternal  Intecests ol hnln'ulunln.' fami
1 View and eomoniiities ; that  the presalencs of 1ethiv vies
Las » fulal wilicacy In hinderiog the surcess of oIl the
rommett wvack which God hay nppointed for thel meral
and rellgious improvement of men, and that the vorlous
meaures which the friends of Cliinian morality Mave a-
dopted, though net sitegethier unsdecossful, bave been found
arelte Bsosuficient te give any effectusl and permanent chock
It is absalutely weesssary, threfars,
thatsome system of inntrmetion and of action should Be im
wediately adopted, calenlated to make o stewdy and pawerful
i pression on the present and followlng genernthonss ; sod
by thus uitimately offecting a chunge of punlic sentimant
atiel prastioe, i regard te the use of lntaxienting Tiquars, pat
an el to that whiely aprending intemperance, which has
ulready ciusod such desalatiun [u every part of our ejuntry,
wnd which threnteus destruction to the Best Interests of this
greas kingdom,  Sach o proposal, | know, will be received
s [Falxotie, by n grout number of wober mon.  Thay will
ik me count the number of istilleries, spicit ctores and
drumshops In the kiogdom; the pumber of vich aml
poor, tha tradg and basiness of wheae lifo iy drinking ; the
multitades of woder Wepn—mon morvr aes deand, wha drink
more ardent spirity than wpuhl kil halfu doven ey of
comingn cunatitation ; the "umhrn ol eery femnperafe mew,
who eotider a alally jortlon of urdsnt apieits absodately
necrsary o thele Bodily  henlth, for couling  theoy when
Uwy o warmy, il warmiog  them when tidy  are
colil  glving them s appetite, belplog digestion, apl e
siving thnen sanwl sleop, Al thix, Sir, and far, fug mnn-,L
vt atminling snwntader high B ¢hn ranit of reforsdation :
Dt nldl ehis, and far, fay more, eries nlomwl upan every tem.

TN ST HE 202 b ™o m o

perite wan, every benevolent msn, for prompt aml decidel
extrtlon,  Lut It by distinetly understoml, as x fient pn’u-l

chpbe by sonsmencing veformadbon, that it bs pot Y _\,'
for Bsairing miceins, to pelfuem the present grneration of |
eupkards. TG ot with thew, bt with the' tomperals
megaburn of soclety, thot we linve st first to W Aol
bord be our srgimiont o Wheere  * LE B bspoesiiile that the ¢
5 wnnasfpcturs and sile of spivituous Hguors ean e supiported
by drunkunis alune I oy that sre Lemperntel nnite
against e tomle, e must go dowi e present generation

Hecross

of drunkands niay glvee It x Foedle support far o tioe, {nax I¢ f
welll o barbed In thele gravess Av you arp lnu;w.ﬂi wem, || &
thepefore, o rellanuisking of the uee of ardent spiehtd e | 2
e b your & wetall waorlfice; sl huswlng, as yon teadily A

W

iy, that e seppert or rhla of dewnbesivess iy in Yooy
powrr, Your el vefiae to sk o etvall waeelilee Gie peoe |
safenliabil I you peluse —smnr W twp

bo trae, L Y 80w temperate, brue) (| Y
|

|

wanthng
powlinnn il

A benevedent, 3 lear nely Uszefire, ta proclibm to the workd, |
] Wit ot dwowosnpa il armd peeectly in the pownr of' the fepenik b
: il ¢ ihie commanity L diosleny lrnnbenrsn fier coer. I E

Ihik ssertion by vl wide Tn tho spicit of ldle vlu.‘r.?.l-‘
Lllnd I ouppent (o faets, T yout oo s vast
sasn of o Ltrnets (roe which |
Pibemd, welth ywn wtbsbery (o Loy from thoe to! thae, |
A befurs tho pmiklee, v portion ol this avidenee will boitahon !
Toer seenl kbt Toat ol sponnnte ol L steerss whih ||
el T pevnnes Saele uf thie |00

aunl.
™

thott or
e wvlilenige,

[T
1w attendd the |

ukted States ot Ameries, " Thew Sovicties, enter- || o
Aoinieg views which | e b woomye, enoves stadisd aletent lu‘ w

o wemnbsy hiave sk the fellawiog sabde winl puonise-{ | o
warthy shioctn Iwhiwo 1thrm T ke wppropriate pas f

need girseanal || o

tarrinben i y g v OIS
. Ltervhewsy G mindsters ol the gads wlume and {199
Pheerey il 1o ennlt uind eacoperste e fus the jen
] pirrpege of zaaniling Whiwe winler their indeence againgt the -‘;I |
prily ol Do o takie paiae b all proper inethods, || 10
womako o osonsomalde @il axlatacy  Dipiersstum i relatinon o l [ T
Phbe it o e Wt whie are Laveuded with a pabilic anst l“'
wl velbaed wdweathas, ond et btmd T vardous .r';:.v,‘,‘ "
i Laling ot b oo b e B 0 aeelay ol ty
et vatrndien we the esldboatbit wf (e Aoy vesags w8
W b sdderond duriexbigrige Fignors, i I.,.. Ine|ign
e it tlye traved e thie s £ wf rehady, |t
dillgenitly avin LR mbmds ol the ying w u),‘ i
v ubheemlig il deand bl vell o which all sre ex sl el th
fudalas shewemves Lo G e’ stiwiig debek s 1o anake af ~
et hwante il artist afdrevas o Ulristion Charghes, 10 |
\l‘ areniha el 2usndiomes, o eSiliteen, wpqemiivoes ol wervnnts, ||
sl all st liew leserintioma b prorsens | amil v vt dearly be. || me
et ‘W 8t epbeiteoms Hpimen am benlth, g eopi- | | e
" v i e w1t thee 1e il clermnd lutenn by of neen, | Rt
tw arge s Dy b wwile iy 14, alrsves [§ N
n thep present sl Pontarve wiwld, o ives at ||
frm Ve Sl mind (e v (o 4 (o da [ 108
il il wapodiont tewands Garming oo | (401
. o, far tha porpess of prwmoting tie el | In
ol e Sadetion o amidy b geaeraly te Tabanr, by all sedtable | |Je
3 U tioe pgwen L Bivine Dlesstug, 1o fix U | | o
Fo3 e witle sevesn wod of all ages amil coidlitions | 1o
NG A . o it wliiede (de Showivrive ate tn v | | thy
vty tiwed ot Dssirmaset While ol Wl B theey ning ta'ane | | ing
ey el A pedane wistle 0 ol uf e S Euisety, o | | g
boo Doaleles of Sindleleluada, 2ol eha wiive !
iy, thal, b Whe o, K apvardnte, wirk || pr
g wnicitanedy prarud, i
o N et T sy B e (0 oot e I S3T)
atnedms o tha shicvees bl the vordoties it thoan] wdido bl [ aw
sk b e L IR TSTY | PSS PO POSPTI O Y TN B A
"o ullle Jornae { ¢ 0 gty iy peiee
e Niiwi delivored bedoan thn Sew 11 el "
Alentiend I SET Ly e Peestident, W, 1) Mo A1
\L 1t Mavadals veturmy™ sy e, i 1610 || e
{ appeats R0 b Do Vi hiecy htee selltiane (hirgs b wit
Beved ol dany 6 b LI EU A S| R JTIS [ R VRN S
wrilloopit 0 gebt i vrerye istlsl ind gt for ol cinle || e
y SR B AT T ! (U A Tl £ T
b L bt o U ethy, e 1l e "
' wry w evsiderile = ST e |
of Wisheds i wvvant ol oo l| J
winnsttis pbbane ol wndent o splebts s )y hept || Sor
T s St e U L TR TR 1 P R
offzatinne 3 Bualy Fronm B Bnepviimne it b custwstngl o, iy |y
s bt cerithrmonm ol wnr Dibade, lv.n o winhodnte vnl. "
:':‘ll:-l.m.. e sekioh e & bve dtag "‘“:f‘, wre 1alies, wo
ey etely st FO TS SO R N Thaiis, 0 wilt) s o )
"':Y Shadiebland i, aeian, wd o Wkl Tlioey Aetn ) oyl 11 4
fewe, five jnlbiss Tl N Dedlavting the e sl ehitdnn 17t
Foh gh Jin e [T
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The Rev. Dr. John Edgar

Appendix 3 (continued)

fud o comnmenoo thele wark then on a populagion, ench of
wlhom drank at o average. vight gallons of afdent spivie
atilly, X0 poor Trelund be worese than tifls, 1t is bad
enotigh truly ! And what, notiwitlhstanding all hlstacles and
| opp«ghlun. have these sudleties done?  The'seednd wuniver-
[{{=wry bf the Amuerican Society for the promotion|of Tewmper-
anee, wis held st Boston, In Jan, 1820, and, 1 ity vepors,
(only the seeond since the extublivhment of thfy, suciety), 1
L the following fuets, amtbilst w vast number | of pthers of
the same uiture e Nearly five hundred societie
95,000 mémbers, foir promwetiog temperanee by
in thele power, havo beon established o the Upiteed Seates
Sinee thelr estublishment, theve are upwands of [five hundved
well puthenticated inntances of babitus! denndonfds reformend,
Great ummbers have adopted the peinciple of Jentire absti-
ninee from Intoxiénting  tiguwers,  Many  mebehants wnd
mechanics, who formerly traded, some of they largely, In
ardent spivits, hivve, from consclentiony seruple}, sbhandoned
the trade altogether,  Resolntions to whstain {from anlent
apivits, baveMwon pansed by thivty-fune Synods, Preabyteries,
Methodist Conferences, and other religions bodis ; by twene
ty-five militis gompanies, and by the officers of four rezl-
ments; by tencedical yocietien, and by all thie lawyers in
[tho eountiex of Easex aidd Morrds, Now Jerdfoy, Al the
Hawyers in the county of Berkshive, Massnchdissets, nt the
| elrcuit court in Lennox, In Nov. Iast, removed hrdent spirits
iﬁ-mu their tubles, and, directed the keepors df the houses
where they were accustomed to board, to supply them
oo mova,  The house of representatives of the Nuw-
I Hompshire Legislature, by a resolution, sgreed| to & spmilar
jabstinence during their session,  ‘The consampiion Pl avdent
(apirits has been dimsinished one balf in New I ngland, and
tone thind throughout the remuindor of‘the Uniked States of
| North America. I shall not oceupy your colpmns farther,
.l-y making any communtary en these stenplh undeniable
(facts.  Can nothing, then, be dome for Ircland 2| | feavlessly
anvwwer, anil T trast every patdotic Tishimug—cvory good
man wil answer with me— There am—theremmnst. 1 yo-
peat againg sl thus for the present close, that [it fs at this
woment in the power of the temperate part of [the commu-
uity ta put b end to the [temperance of the d yo Lt the
trmpernnte but forsake the nse of intoxicating liljuors uod the
whule teade of distilling nrl solling and waing Mill crase, —
) lfl! the conntenance whicl) they give tothe tradet that nphalds
l-.t.m b respeetahilicy. and enables him to soll to dhe dewnkard,
Nivwsan woull engage in 5 teade that had nond but deank.
anily to support [t—no mun could maintaln n Susiness who
bad only drunkards for customere.  Again, anid ngain, there.

m?u USLLEAALEE I e T L ing aAmemiean Clemperarjee | Societies

atd at once it is u shatterod wreek, on which ho wwise man
would trust n fout, and which will assuredly do to the bot-
tom,  Up theu and be doing, wen of patriotlsin, men of
PeLy 5 o tide of intemperance, vising every hoa
b merad and relighons fastitutions befors it, up dnd be doivg,
uony, or weep when all is over, on the closed gfave of your
cauntry's glory. ‘This sabjoct js deeply interestiug to men of
all veligious denominations, it ks peculinrly interesting to lrish-
men, and therefore though 1 canuot expect to [find all tem.
perate Irishmen prepared to go the tull lengtl in places of
reform, Tdo expoct to find them all prepared to do wmuch
promptly, feurlessly, nud pesseveringly, for the everthrow of
ntewmperance i the yegenpration of our conntfy,

Yours, &e. v JOIIN EDGAR.

o comtainbg |
IVEEN s |

fore, I say, lot temperate meu give the teude no leoantenance, ||

s is hurrying |}

Article on Temperance Meeting
Belfast News Letter

6" October 1829
- . = 1
TEMPERANCE.

" 0n Suntlay evefilng last, ut ll;m o'clock, the Rev. Johy
Edgar delivered an impressive discourss ‘tempersnce, in
the Methodist Chapel, Donegall-pquare. | The evenihg was
exceedingly snfavourable, yet the house was so crowded to
excesy, as to render it impo.ibloif-r A iuﬁo portion of the
audience to find aceommodation.| This fact of itself serves
to shew the interest which €he jsabjoet has created. Wo
shall not attempt an eatline of Mr. Edgar's discourse—it {s
sulficient to say, that it was o wost energetic appeal to nll
the feelings of duty, interest, and veligion, by which the hu-
man mind can be actuated, in regard to the evils of intempe-
rance.—1f wa might judge by ﬂ.:t attentibn that was unl
versally mnnifested, wa would conelude that the power of the
preacher’s appeal was extensively felt, whether it be In
the end practivally suecessful or not.

We are swnre of the ridicule by which the proposal of
furinjug Temperance Societies- hps been met ; but we are,
H;-uu same tine, nware that lhci.uk}nt Is one of no 1wean
Importance ; the man who treats it with deliberate lovity,
affords & proof either of his ignorance, or his want of re.
flectlun.  The extent to which Habits of absalute drunken-
ness, or, what ls egpally injurio the extent to which a
periedleal consumption of ardent|splrits prevalls mmong the
lower clanses, In ineredible.  The latter mode, we know,
does not In strictness merit the | name of Intemperance in
Its worst sense; but In velation to familles, nnd to soclety,
it in just ne ruinousin Its consequences ns the other, A
system of perfodical stimulants, though the enemy, as Shake-
Mpesre cally it, may not be taken by men. In such quantitles
as to ** stenl awny thelr brafos,” yet no one doubta that their
familios are taxed for i, thut theit] constitutions are weaken-
od, and, that lndividual as wollX domeutio mlsory of the
most pungent kind is among ity customnry results. The
subject 45 one In which the happiness and -prosperity of the
community are lnvolved—and oy this ground it iy entitled
to the considerntion ofall, independently of castes and erceds,
In Amerlea, even mavy avowed [Delsts nre zeslous in sup-
port of the system of temperande, from o other motive
than n deep convictlon of its public utility, Wae shail pro-

bubly revert to this tople.
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The Rev. Dr. John Edgar

Appendix 4 — Press Coverage of Dr. Edgar’s Funeral
The Northern Whig (30" August1866)
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FUNERAL OF THE REV. DR, EDGAR.

YESTERDAY morning, the remains of ‘the Rev. D
Edgar were removed from Dublin to Belfust by t!
eight o’clock train, arriving here ab hali-past twel
o'clock, shortly after which hour a hearse and sever
mourning-coaches, provided by Mr. Robson, Chichest.
Street, were drawn up in front.of the Ulster Railwa
station. The hour fixed for the funeral to leave tt
railway station for the place of interment—Malor
Cemetery—was one o'clock, long before which tim
a very great number of the ministers of the Gener:
Assembly from all parts of Ireland had assembled t
aecompany the funeral cortége to the grave, There wer
also present minmsters of nearly every religious deno
minafion; while of the laity, people of every religion
pe-suasion were respectably represented—tho atten
dance of the general public being very large. Th
clergy walked in procession two-and-two, the profeasor
of 1hie Theological College being in front, immediatel;
after the mourners. In the rere of the rocession cam
a long line of carriages. Twenty Pros yteries of the
General Assembly were represeated ~at the funcral—
those of Belfast, Route, Munster, Comber, Armagh,
Newry, Baubridge, Templepatrick, Ards, Maghera.
felt,  Gl:ndermott, Dromore, Tyrone, \ Athlone,
Dungannon, Carrickfergus, Dublin, Down, Derry, an¢
Ballymena. The Rev. Dr. Cooke and the Rey. Dr,
Morgan were unavordably absent owing to ill-healeh,
Dr. Cooke sent a communication from Harrogate,
where he is at present, expressing his deep regret thal
the feeble state of his health would prevent Lis being
present at the funeral of his Jamented friend,

Among those present we noticed:—Rev, Dr. Wilson,
Limerick, Modera{gr of the General Assembly of the

Presbyterian Churchin Ireland; Rev. RobertPark, Clerk

of the General Assembly ; Rev. Dr. James G. Murphy,
Professor of Hebrew, Assembly's College, Relfast: Rey.
Dr. W, D. Killen, Professor of Ecclesiastical History,
Church (zovernment, and Pastoral Theology, Assembly’s
College, Balfast; Rev. Dr. Gibson, Professor of Meral
Philosophy, Assembly’s College, Belfast; Rev. Thomas
Witherow, Professor of Church History and Pastoral
Theology, Magee College, Derry ; Rev. Dr. Glasgow,
Assembly’s Lecturer on Missions; Rev, Dr. Denham,
Derry ; Rev. John Rogers, Comber ; Rev. John
Macnaughtan, Belfast ; Rev. J. H. Moore, Elm-
wood, fast ; Rev. Dr. Hall, Dublin; Rev.
N. N. Browne, Newtownlimavady ; Rev Thomas
Greer, Anshilg; Rev. Mr Aicken, Sandholes; Reyv,
Thomas Toye, Belfast ; Rev, J. W. Crozier; Rev.
Joseph C. M‘Cullagh, Bangor ; Rev. Robert Moore-
head,* Loughaghery ; Rev. Dr. Houston, Reformed
Presbyterian Church ; Rev. Professor Dick, Reformed
Presbyterian Church ; Rev, S. Broswne, Athlone; Rey,
David Edgar, Ballynahinch: Rev. J. S, Browne,
Magherafelt; Rev. John White, Methodist New Con.

nexion Church, Belfast ; Rev. 8. D, Buraside, Carry-
a D, = p g ST Reagl - . - -

wfl. Dawe Taaoaio

duff; Rev, Francis Petticrew, Faughauvale ; ’Rc'v. j’
M. Rodgers, Kilrea; Rev, Mr. Armstrong; Rev. George
Magill, Antnim ; Rev. John Orr, Portaferry ; Rev, L.
E. Berkeley, Lurgan ; Rev. John Kinghan, Principal of
the Deaf and Dumb Iustitution, Belfast ; Rev, James
Young, Belfast; Rev. David Magil), Ballywalter; Rev,
William White, Downpatrick ; Rev. Mr. Ro rers, Glas-
car ; Rev. Robert Black, C.C., Dundalk ; Rev. John
Meneely, Ballymacarrett; Rev. W, C, M‘Cu'lagh, Bally-
eillan ; Rev. J. Wilson, Lecampher ; Rev. James Black, |
Lylehill ; Rev. James M ‘Kee, India; Rev. Mr, Moore- |
head, Rev. A, H. Beatty, Rev, Jamos Thompson, Rev.
J. Warwick, Carrickfergus; Rév. William' Patterson,
Bangor; Thomas Blain, Esq., LL.D., late Head-Master
of the Belfast Academical Iunstitution ; Rev. Joseph
Meackenzie, Malone, Belfast ; Rev. John Beatty, Bally-
copeland ; Rev, James G. Smith, Ballyhay ; Rev, Hugh
Hanna, Belfast; Rev. David Jeﬁ're¥. Greyabbey ;
Rev, David Parke, Carrowdore; Rev. Thomas
Waters, Newtownards ; Rev. J. S, M‘Intosh,
Connor; Rev. Thomas Drow, D.D., Rector of Lough-
inisland; Rev. J. Poole, Lisburn; Rev. William Linton,
Gilnahirk ; Rev. J. Thompson, Crossgar; Rev. Isaac
Vance, Granshaw; Rev. eorge Bellls, Assembly’s
Mission Office, Belfast; Rev, Joha D. Clarke, Lurgan;
Rev., W. J, Gilleal\)ie, Parkgate; Rev, Dr, Givan,
Castlereagh; Rev. U, Y. Killen, Belfast; Rev. W.
Browne, Newtownards; Rev, John Mecredy, Belfast;
Rev. John Greenlees, Belfast;: Rev. W, Greer, Auna-
bilt ; Rev. W, Orr, Portafei'ry ; Rev. J. H. Orr,
Antrim; Rev. Dr. Russell, PrincxI;l)al of the Belfast Now
Academy; Rev. D. J. Clarke, Lisburn; Rey. Andrew
C. Murphy, Newry; Rev. S, Black, Dunseverick; Rev.
W. Black, Templepatrick; Rev. W. Smyth, Eglish;
Rev. James Burns, London; Rev, Joseph Moorehead,
Rev. William Dobbin, Avaghlone; Rev. Mr, Moran,
Sydenham; Rev, William Magill, Dundrod; Rev, M,
Moorehead, Garvagh; Rev, George Shaw, Belfast; Rev,
Moses Black, Kilmore; Rev. R. J. Arnold, Dunmuny;
Rev. George Macloslkie; Ballygarey; Rev. Jas. Speers,
Assembly’s Mission Office; Rev. Geo, H. Shanks, Board-
mills; Rev. Alex, Dobbin, Boardmills; Rev, Mr, Gor-
don, Gilford; Rev, William Maellwaine, Incambent of
8t. George’s Church, Belfast; Rev, Mr, Patton, Dro-
more; Rev. John Davis, Ballynahinch; Rev. G. H.
Johuoston, Hillsborough ; Rev, J. Stuart, Ballycarry ;
Rev, L. T. Martin, Dundonald ; Rev. J. W. M‘Kay,
Methodist minister; Rev, Mr, Carlisle, Methodistminis-
ter; Rev. Mr. Dwyer, Methodist minister; Rev, Mr,
Dunlop, Methodist mnister ; Rev. Adam Montgomery,
Clerk of Belfast Presbytery; Rev. James Heron, Muck-
amore ; Rev, Mr, Mordie, Rev. Mr. Deacon, Curate,
Dublin ; _Rev, Mr, Irwin, Ourate of Christ Church;
Rev. Dr. Black, Dublin ; Rev. 8. J. Moore, Ballymena;
Rev. L. Hutchineon, Belfast ; Rev. A. Murphy,
Newry ; Rev. Mr, Dogherty, Curato :of St. Anne's
Church, Belfast ; Rev. James Young, Belfast ; Rev, T.
S. M‘Intosh, Conuor ; Rev. Robert M‘Cheyne Edgar,
Dublin ; Rev, Isaac Mack, Groomsport; Rev, Mr. Cle-
ments, Rev. Mr. Beatty, Belfast; Rev. Robert Work-
man, Rev, Joseph Mackenzie, Malone; Rev. R, J, Lynd
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Malone; Rev. R..J. I

:I“Pan, Rev, Joseph Mackenzie,

LR

; . DR Bryce, Belfast; LRov,

Moore, Saiu’tﬁeld; Rev, M. Clarke, ’.Ballygrainey;
Rev. Thomns C‘ramsie, Bessbrooke ; Rev. J. M'Kee,
Dromore ; William-Mullan, Esq., Magor of Belfast 3

qT

o

Grimshaw, Esq., J.P., DL, ;
Lsq. ; Thomas Sinclair, jun.,
Crawford, Esq., J.P., D
liam F. Bigger, Ksq.,, J.P., ‘Derry 3 Thomas
MClure, Eeq., . J.P.; William J. C; Allen,
J.P., Ulster Bank; Nicholas Grimshaw, Esq.; William
Dunville, Esq., J.P.; Charlea Lanyon, Esq.; Jobn Sin-
clair, Esq., The Grove; Charles Duffin, Esq ; Adam
Duffin, Esq.; Dr. W. Connell, HMEIS.; Dr
Marcus Eustace, Dublin; J. J. Murphy, Esq.; I J,
Murphy, Esq.; Charles Thompson, Esq. ; John
Arnold,- Esq.; John Edgar, Esq., ‘Manchester; John
Edgar, Esq,, Belfast; Robert Corry, ‘Esq., ‘Har-
bour Commissioner ; James P. Corry, Eaq.; Robert
Corry, jun., Esq.; James Hamilton, Esq., Har-
bour Commissioner; Robert Patterson, Esq., Harbour
Commissioner; A. P, Hewitt, Esq.; Charlzs Finlay,
Eeq.; W, L. Finlay, Esq.; Robert Workman, Esq.;
John Workman, ¥eq, Samuel Gelston, Esq.; Hugh
Moore, E

B. Grimshaw,
Eyq.; John Sharman

Wy lof<ofbhadlas T

By S5 B

Queen’s College, Belfast; Dr. Mecredy, Inspector of
» | National Schools; S. E. M ‘Cormick, Esq., Banner-of
Ulster; R, F. Dill, Esq., M.D., Coroner for the Borough'
of - Belfast; Dr..Seaton Reid, John Bavage, Esq., T.C.;
Nathaniel Dickey, Esq.; Hugh M‘Call,
M‘Kenna, Esq., Editor of Ulster . Qbserver; George
Murney, E‘e;,q.;-Dr. Murney, J.P.; Dr. Browne, Dr.
Read, Dr, Wilberforce Arnold, Howard Arnold, Esq.;
James Girdwood, Esq.,
Girdwood, Esq., Old
Esq.; Jas, Campbell, Esq.; John Clarke, :Esqy,, Ulster
Bauk; Josoph Bigger, Esq., P.L.G.; Thos, Bigger, Esq.;

Harbour Commissioner; W,

jon

Commissioner; James Harper, Esq., P.L.G.; Thomas
Gaffikin, Esq., T.C.; John Edgar, EM{,’ Henry Haw-
kins, Esq.; k‘Villiam Simnms, f)sq.; Thomas. Lindsay,
Esq.; Henry Kirk, Esq.; Hugh Porter, Eeq.; Phili
Johnston, ¥sq.; Hugh Moore, Esq., Dublin; B, T,
M‘Geagh, Esq., Water Commissioner; Wm, Carson,

Whiteabbey; Edward

ww -

e

Esq., Solicitor; Dr. M ‘Mechan,
Pim, Esq.; William Browne, Esq., 8 ringvale; John
-Boyd, ,Esqii James Archer, Esq.; m: Musgrave,
Esq.; E. Musgrave, Esq., Barrister-at-Law; James
Johnston, Esq.; R. M. ‘Carson, Esq.; W. ‘H. Carzon,
Esq.; Dr. Rea, sen.; Dr. Rea, jun.; Robert Hamalton,
¢ Esq.; G. W. Braddel, Esq.; Samuel M‘Causland, Esq. ;

> |lin; George M‘Auliffe, Esq.; Thomas Hughes, Esq.;
"| George Smyth, Esq.; R. P, Pim, Esr&.), Dablin; Wmn..
Fleming Stevenson, Esq., Rathgar;
M‘Ncilf, Esq.; John Coates, Esq. (Secretary to the
County Antrim Grand Jury); Robert Potts,

" o

Killen, Esq.; 8. M, Dill,- Esq.; . Alexander Clarke,

Eeq.; J. Lockhart, Esq.; James: Johnston, Esqi; Dr.

- N 3

.3 T. Duncan, Eeq., Botanic Road, &c., &e,- .

the coffin was carried to.the
relatives of the deceased,
scription :— ‘ 3
Joux Epcir, D.D., LL.D.,
died '

i ~ August 26th, 1860,
; -aged 69.years,

eorge

-| Thomas Sinclair, Esq,, J..; Sir Edward Coey, Robert.
C

.L., Crawfordsburn ; Wil.
Tieq.:

.y Dublin; Dr, Andrews, Vice-President of: |-
the Queen’s: College, Belfast ;. Professor MacDouall, |-

Eaq.; A.-J.

ark Print Works; Bernard Hughes, . |’

Saml Teirney, Esq., P.L.G. ; Wm. Addison; Esq., Water-

Wm. Todd, Esq., Dublin; Thomas. Clokey, Esq., Dub-
ublin; William | .
Evs:}. o8 B

Thomas Hamilton, anD, G. A..Carruthers, Esq.; W,
Johnston; Joseph Robinson, Esq.; Charles Pelling, |
The funeral cortége having arrived at- the cemetéry,l. '

ve by six of the nearest:
t bore the following: in- _

- B T = o e uw
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‘| the earnestness of his.labours.

' | ledge, through his instrumentalidy, has bee

‘The coffin having been lowered into the grave,
- The Rev. Joux H. Mooxe (Elmswood, Belfast), to
whose congregation the deceased belonged, said—My

service from me, it has been arranged that the Mode-
rator of the General Assembly will address some words
to us on this solemn occasion; and as our departed
friend was, also connected with the Assembly’s ‘College,
Dr. Murphy will close the. proceedings of ‘the day with:
.prayer. . Mr. Moore having read a portion of the 11th
chapter of John, and a portion of the 156th chapter of
the Epistle of Paul to. the Corinthians,. offered up an
.impregsive prayer, = _ % T

T'he Rey. Dr. WiLsox (Moderator of the General
Aszsembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland) said—
Need I say, dear friends, that I feel a serious reaponsi-

{-bility in undertakingin the present trying circumstances |

-to address you, and nothing but a sense of duty, owin
to my official position, could ‘have induced me to yiel

-the personal history or character of our father andfriend, .

the Lord’s covenanted: host has gone ; a standard-bearer
amongst us, It is not necessary that I should say much

one, = This has already been done, and will, no_doubt,

e done again ; and I'am sure that all of us had a me-
lancholy satisfaction in reading yesterday the record of
his life, written by. a faithful and a friendly hand—by -
one who has faithfolly recorded the public character
and acts of our father, This is: not the time,
nor is this the placo, to refer to the: many. acts

friends, I may just state that after an extremely brief |

at the last moment, to.the request 6f my.friends, . Ifeel |-
.| that I am totally inadequate to safy much with regard to,

whose remains we have this day followed to the tomb,, |.
| A great man—a prince in Israel has fallen; a leader in |

and a witness for the.truth has been removed. from |

.with respect to the character or.qualities of him whois |-

of patriotism and philanthropy and piety in which’
he p’ongaged, or to ajtempt to dwell upon the
vast domains of ignorance avd, sin which he in..
vaded, or to tell of the sins of the rich and

-poor, of the high and. humble alike, .which . he
:h d and checked.' “T' know well thite:r'as't ‘reforms
1 Eong_ glun, by God’s grace, wereeffected in the hearls
and minds and ltvea:qf_,«many. aman and woman in our
community. What scheme of benevolence or humanity
- was started in this town ‘or nej hbourhood for the be-
nefit of his ‘country or the world iu which Dr, Edgar
burden? But Ireland’s woes ‘specially touched that pure
~aud good man’s heart, His ggneijbl}x’s'a’ymp:itﬁibs”seié
-ell.cxted and the energies of his u right and chivalroug
mind were braced: to action on ‘behalf ‘of his native
land. Connaught’s poor found in him a feeling friend;
Connaught's ignorance was invaded by him, and knovw.

through that vast province; Connanght’s churches and
&chools, :and pastors, and:congregations testily stronger
than language to: that good man’s worth, and to
His efforts were
endless in the extension of Christ’s cause at-home and
abroad—among Jews and Gentiles—to maintain the
cause -of our Lord and Master among the churches of

the land, and especially in that section of the Ohristian

Church with which he was himself identified ~the Church
of our.fathers—to raise among us-an edrneat and pious
ministry, and to promote amon% all classes of the popu-
lation habits of industry and of tem rance.. Ho was
a great as .well as a-good man,’ and, like many ‘such

‘men, a public man and a motive power in the world—a

‘motive power in the country and the Church: - Maen had

"did not give:a ready hand, and'do his best ‘to. beatthe

n ‘scattered
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been at times misrepreseuted because: misunderstood. -

No man can read, and no man can-understand, the his-
tory of a man like him who is gone, unless one who has
sat at his feet, and looked at him in the light of the
ﬁlory of a common Master. ,We havo met here- this

ay to commit his ashes to the tomb—dust to dust, and .
ashes to kshes.—-beheviug,,as‘ we all' do, in certain hopo .

of a glorions résurrection from the dead. It was my.
privilege not long’ since, in accordance with the duty
Imposed upon me by many I sec around me, to convey
to him a resolution of the Ch ) y
I was privileged to testify to him when living among us
that his many efforts and different and laborious labours
for the oxtension of the Church of the Lord Jeaus Christ
were thoroughly appreciated by you, that his character
and honour were endeared to you all, and that to you
he was bound by the closest and tenderest ties. [t was
our privilege to call'upon God’s Hol y Spirit to bless and:
sustain him, and to atreufgthcn Lim and sauvctify his
soul in his affliction ; and T feel constrained  to tell you
in a sentence how our ’ptayers to God were answered,
and how our lamented {ather was upheld in his depart-
ing hours. I shall ever csteem it a privilege that I camo
on Friday morning last from the South of Ireland, and
called on our d;farbcd friend when lying on the bed of
death, aud had the privilege of hearipg him speak,
and it will be to you all encouraging to ﬁnow that he
was then, as through his long 'ng‘ la%oriou_a life, a wit-
ness to the truth—faithful and uncompromising in tes-
tifying to the truth—to tho Gospel of his Lord and
Saviour Jesue Christ, layivg all his efforta for hia Master
at the foot of the Cross, and giving God the glory.” Ho
said to me then, ‘““How low we live—how l’{)w we
live. Sinners as we have been, it becomes us more
and more to°look up to. the infivits and adorable
Saviour, Wo look to our own imperfections when

we ought to -be sitting with Christ in heavenly -

laces.” "He looked up and spoke of ‘the love of
brist as being transcendent and infinite, ¢overing all;

| and I am ltem to testify to his ﬁlo»ﬁng’,iervour with

|

respect to the great and glorious doctrines

in the epistles of the apostles to the Chure
pecially the Epistle to the Colossians, Y am here to
testify to the grandeur and power of those, t doc-
trines on the mind of this dying Ohristian, m wero
the food of his soul. I saw what touched his heart and
came home to it, Christ was in him "the bops of glory
—the faith which ho preached and tan ht that we might
present every man porfect in Christ Jesus, " His own

iven to ua
ed, and es-

mperfections were ‘plainly before him, but, as allusion

has been made in the prayer,

bh he saw -himself a perfect
man in Christ Jesus, his

rd. No man ja able to kecp

tho commandments of God, but doth daily break them.

in thought, word, and deed; but ho saw himself perfect
in the sight of his Losd and Saviour, ashie said himself;

“I am ﬁoing‘homo, ome, home,” ~ A'few days aftor-’

wards I learned thetidings of his departure—on tho
morning of the Sabbath, just two, da?/q after I saw him
—that hie had exchanged an earthly fo

bath, and went up to be for ever with tlic Lord. = Dear
friends, think of that blessed revelation of God, tho
Word of Jesus, ““Whosoever' believeth in me shall
never die.” Never die! never die! Our friend is
not dead, but sleepeth. He went asléep on that
Sabbath»morning at eight o’clock. At eleven o'clock
they looked at him and' thought he .was still
slecping, but his soul had
rest, where the soul of the believer lives on and lives
for ever. The body of the believer sléeps —sleeps united

Lo MLfopcat oavn L L

uroh respecting him, and’

r a heavenly Sab-

gone to its Heavenly.
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“What a blessed revelation thenis ours.

BETBEBT R TEN GO YL

to Christ till the résurrection, when it shall come forth

a new body. The body'of the wicked—foul, festoring
and torn, which hdd no connexion with Christ—whose
senses, overythlug were given up to another service,
but not of Christ, shall also rise; Lut the.body of tho
believeris united to Christ, and shall rise at the resurrec- -
tion into a glorious -immortality. And then it shall
come forth—how fair, and beautiful, and glorious.- It
shall come forth, not again encumbered by the Londs of
sin, but that which was glorious at the first shall have
another glory by reason of the glory which excelleth,
Let me bescech
you to think ‘of it that death is not anuihilation, but a
change into'a purer light—that- the grave is not the
dark and gloomy present, but the resting-place where
the emancipated lay aside fora while the worn:out vest-
ments of mortality. Our brother shall rise again, He
is not dead, but sleepeth, That which was sown in dis--
honour shall be raised in glory—that which was sown
in weaknees shall bo raieed in power. It is sowaa
natural body—itis raised a spiritual body, 'and then shall
be Dbrought t6 pass the saying ‘that is written,
that death is swallowed up in victory, A word or two
more, and I have done,  Life is piven ug'by God'to he
devoted to His glory. Life has' ‘ {
devoted 10" His service, * Qur departed father has. set
us an example worthy of imitation;  ‘He lived for God
and for the advancément of His glory.  Lifo ia precious,
brethren—live for God. Whatever you do; do all t6'the.
glory of God. - Let us:all, ‘office-bearers, and ministers,
and people, comforted: by. God," give ourselves heart,
and soul, and body to His'cause. Lot us’ redoubls our’
abilities and energies, and use our exertiong while it 'is
called to-day, for the ni%ht cometh when we aliall ‘pass
into the presence of the Judge of 'all theéarth.  Liet us' -
leave the world; then, as our departed brother did, and
receive the grateful acclamation from the most; righteous
Judge—*‘Well done, good and faithful’servant 3 thou
hast been faithful over a fow things: I will makeé thee
‘rulér over many things. ‘Enterthou into the joys of thy
Lord;” and to His name*be glory for ever 'u.mi ever, L
Dr. Murpray offered.up an’ appropriate prayer, ‘and

the melancholy pmceodingg'-tergnjn'g@e&
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